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Introduction 

!
"#$!%&'(%)*+%,-.!*-/!/0-*&%).!,1!2#3%.+%*-%+0!4,!5*0!6$0,-/!,73!
8.$(9$.:!*-/!,73!'$3.,-*(!(%9$.;!"#$!'73',.$.!*-/!*)+%9%+%$.!,1!
<,/!*3$!%-+$3-*+%,-*(!*-/!),.&%);!"#$3$!%.!&7)#!+#*+!),7(/!6$!
.*%/!*6,7+!=$(1>2$-+$3$/-$..!*.!*!),-.$?7$-)$@!%1!-,+!+#$!)*7.$@!
,1!+#$!A*((!,1!B7&*-%+0;!C7+!.711%)$!+,!.*0!#$3$!+#*+!&,.+!D$.+$3-!
2#3%.+%*-.!#*9$!-,+!$-+$3$/!%-+,!.*(9*+%,-!13,&!=$(1!>!+#*+!%.@!+#$!

8.$++%-4!13$$:!*-/!8/$(%9$3*-)$:!13,&!=$(1>2$-+$3$/-$..;!

"#$3$1,3$@!+#$3$!%.!9$30!(%++($!.*)3%1%)%*(!(%9%-4!1,3!<,/;!"#%.!=$(1>
2$-+$3$/-$..!#*.!*!82#3%.+%*-:!9*3%$+0@!5#%)#!%.!+#$!.%.+$3!,1!*!
3$(%4%,7.!E*->2$-+$3$/-$..!F!+#*+!%.@!+#$!?7*.%>2#3%.+%*-!
'$3.'$)+%9$!+#*+!.$$.!+#$!'73',.$@!&%-%.+30!*-/!&%..%,-!,1!+#$!

2#73)#!%.!+,!&$$+!#7&*-!-$$/.;!"#%.!=$(1!G!E*->)$-+$3$/!
'$3.'$)+%9$!%.!+#$!,-(0!,'+%,-!1,3!+#$!D,3(/H!67+!7-1,3+7-*+$(0@!%+!%.!
*(.,!*((>'$39*.%9$!%-!+#$!'3,1$..%-4!2#73)#@!6(733%-4!+#$!/%.+%-)+%,-!
6$+5$$-!+#$!I%-4/,&!,1!B$*9$-!*-/!+#$!I%-4/,&.!,1!+#%.!D,3(/@!
6$+5$$-!+#,.$!%-!+#$!D,3(/!*-/!+#,.$!5#,!8*3$!-,+!,1:!%+@!6$+5$$-!
+#$!<,.'$(!,1!+#$!J%-4/,&!*-/!+#$!=,)%*(!<,.'$(@!6$+5$$-!+#$!
5,3I!,1!<,/!*-/!',(%+%)*(!*)+%9%+%$.;!!2,-.$?7$-+(0@!+,/*0!%-!+#$!
'3,1$..%-4!2#73)#@!5$!.$$!(%++($!+,!-,!*7+#$-+%)!'*..%,-!,3!1$39,3!
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1,3!+#$!I%-4/,&!,1!<,/;!!K-.+$*/@!.%-)$!E*+$3%*(%.&!%.!*!'3%&*30!
.0&'+,&!,1!=$(1>2$-+$3$/-$..!*-/!E*->2$-+$3$/-$..@!5$!.$$!
*-!*((>'$39*.%9$!)7(+73$!,1!E*+$3%*(%.&;!L-/!*)),3/%-4!+,!&0!
,6.$39*+%,-@!+#%.!E*+$3%*(%.&!'*3+%)7(*3(0!$'%+,&%M$.!+#$!0,7-4$3!
4$-$3*+%,-.!%-!+#$!D$.+!F!6,+#!%-!*-/!,7+.%/$!,1!+#$!'3,1$..%-4!
2#73)#;!K+!%.!$N*)+(0!+#%.!5#%)#!#*.!&,+%9*+$/!&$!+,!/,!+#%.!
.+7/0!,1!“Forsaking All to Follow Jesus”.!

!
"#$!4,*(!,1!+#%.!.+7/0!%.!+,!+*I$!*!)(,.$3!(,,I!*+!+#$!O,3/P.!)*((!+,!
81,3.*I$!*((:;!D$!5%((!+*I$!*-!%->/$'+#!(,,I!*+!6,+#!81,3.*I%-4:!
*-/!Q*((Q@!*-/!+#$%3!),33$(*+%,-!5%+#!8=$(1>2$-+$3$/-$..:@!QE*->
2$-+$3$/-$..Q@!8+#$!D,3(/:!*-/!8E*+$3%*(%.&:!F!*((!*.!%-!
,'',.%+%,-!+,!8E$$+%-4!<,/P.!R$$/.:!>!+#*+!%.@!B%.!S+$3-*(!T(*-.!
*-/!T73',.$.!1,3!B%.!J%-4/,&!*-/!B%.!2#73)#;!
!
!

 
1 “God's will being done here on earth as it is in heaven.” – Matthew 6:10. “Righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” – Romans 14:17 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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Readings2 
!

21”Looking at him, Jesus showed love to him and said to him, 
“One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 
follow Me.” 22But he was deeply dismayed by these words, and 
he went away grieving; for he was one who 
owned much property. 23And Jesus, looking around, said to His 
disciples, “How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to 
enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples were amazed at 
His words. But Jesus responded again and said to them, 
“Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a 
rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 26And they were 
even more astonished, and said to Him, “Then who can be 
saved?” 27Looking at them, Jesus said, “With people it is 
impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with 
God.” 28Peter began to say to Him, “Behold, we have left 
everything and have followed You.” 29Jesus said, “Truly I say to 
you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or 
mother or father or  children or farms, for My sake and for the 
gospel’s sake, 30but that he will receive a hundred times as much 
now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and 
mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in 
the age to come, eternal life. 31But many who are first will be last, 
and the last, first.” Mark 10:21-313 

 
2 All scripture quotations are from the New American Standard Bible unless otherwise noted. 
3 Cf. Matthew 19:27-30 
 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
https://biblehub.com/mark/10-21.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/10-22.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/10-23.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/10-24.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/10-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/10-26.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/10-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/10-28.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/10-29.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/10-30.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/10-31.htm
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******* 
25”Now large crowds were going along with Him, and He 
turned and said to them, 26’If anyone comes to Me and does 
not hate his own father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, 
yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. 
27Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me 
cannot be My disciple. 28For which one of you, when he wants to 
build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost, to 
see if he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has 
laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who are watching it 
will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This person began to build, 
and was not able to finish!’ 31Or what king, when he sets out to 
meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and consider  
whether he is strong enough with ten thousand men to face the 
one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32Otherwise, 
while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and 
requests terms of peace. 33So then, none of you can be My 
disciple who does not give up all his own possessions. 
34Therefore, salt is good; but if even salt has become tasteless, 
with what will it be seasoned? 35It is useless either for the 
soil or the manure pile, so it is thrown out. The one who 
has ears to hear, let him hear.’” Luke 14:25-34 
 

******* 
 
 

 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
https://biblehub.com/luke/14-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/14-26.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/14-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/14-28.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/14-29.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/14-30.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/14-31.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/14-32.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/14-33.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/14-34.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/14-35.htm
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“Forsaking” 
!

D$!5%((!6$!/%.)7..%-4!+#$!%/$*!,1!81,3.*I%-4!*((!+,!1,((,5!U$.7.:!%-!
+#$!),-+$N+!,1!*!<,/>2$-+$3$/!(%1$;!8A,((,5%-4!U$.7.:!%.!+#$!.+711!
,1!/%.)%'($.#%';"!L-/!+37$!/%.)%'($.#%'!%.!*!<,/>2$-+$3$/!(%1$@!
5#%)#!5$!5%((!6$!$(7)%/*+%-4!*.!5$!4,!+#3,74#!+#%.!.+7/0;!"5,!
,+#$3!5,3/.!*3$!'3,&%-$-+!%-!+#$!+%+($V!81,3.*I%-4:!*-/!8*((:;!W.%-4!
+#$!),-+$N+!,1!U$.7.P!5,3/.!%-!+#$!4,.'$(.@!5$!5%((!+*I$!*-!
$N'*-/$/!(,,I!*+!+#$!&$*-%-4!,1!+#$.$!+5,!5,3/.;!!!!!
!
"#$!+5,!'*..*4$.!%-!+#$!Readings!),-+*%-!.$9$3*(!5,3/.!*-/!

'#3*.$.!5#%)#@!%-!9*3%,7.!5*0.@!),&&7-%)*+$!81,3.*I%-4:!%-!+5,!
.$-.$.!F!%-5*3/(0!*-/!,7+5*3/(0@!,3!86$%-4!5%((%-4!+,:!*-/!
8*)+7*((0!/,%-4!%+:!),-.$)7+%9$(0;!O$+P.!(,,I!*+!+#,.$!5,3/.!*-/!
'#3*.$.V!
!
!
!
!

 
4 I have written extensively on “Discipleship” – what it means to “follow Jesus” - in my articles, 
The Vineyard of the Lord !"#$The Husbandman.   

https://www.atchriststable.org/
https://www.atchriststable.org/ebooks/the-vineyard-of-the-lord/
https://www.atchriststable.org/ebooks/the-husbandman/
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8=$((:#!F!+,!+3*/$!,3!6*3+$3;!L-!,7+5*3/!1,3.*I%-4!F!8*)+7*((0!/,%-4!
%+:;!
!
8O$1+:$!F!'*.+!+$-.$!,1!8($*9$:!F!+,!1,3.*I$!,3!(*0!*.%/$!,3!0%$(/!7';!
L-!,7+5*3/!1,3.*I%-4!F!8*)+7*((0!/,%-4!%+:;!
!

8B*+$:%!<$-$3*((0!.'$*I%-4@!),&&$-+*+,3.!4%9$!7.!+#$!
7-/$3.+*-/%-4!+#*+!U$.7.!%.!.*0%-4!5$!&7.+!(,9$!B%&!X*.!<,/Y!
EZ[S!"BLR!#7&*-!6$%-4.!X1*&%(0!&$&6$3.Y!*-/!&,3$!+#*-!,73!
',..$..%,-.;!L/*&!2(*3I$P.!),&&$-+!6*.$/!,-!,+#$3!.)3%'+73$!
3$1$3$-)$.!.$$&.!?7%+$!),-9%-)%-4!+#*+!+#%.!7-/$3.+*-/%-4!%.!5$((>
43,7-/$/!%-!+#$!B$63$5!%/%,&;&!=,@!U$.7.!%.!RZ"!.*0%-4!5$!&7.+!
(%+$3*((0!#*+$!1*&%(0!*-/!',..$..%,-.@!67+!3*+#$3!(,9$!B%&!&,3$!
+#*-!+#$.$!F!*-/!60!$N+$-.%,-@!6$!5%((%-4!+,!1,3.*I$!+#$.$!X%1!B$!
*.I.@!,3!%1!-$)$..*30Y!%-!,3/$3!+,!),-+%-7$!1,((,5%-4!B%&;!L-!

 
5 Mark 10:21, Greek: pōleō, Strong’s # 4453 
6 Mark 10:28-29, Greek: aphiēmi, Strong’s # 863 
7 Luke 14:26 
8 Commentary on the Bible, Adam Clarke: “And hate not - Matthew, Mat 10:37, expresses the 
true meaning of this word, when he says, He who loveth his father and mother more than me. 
In Mat 6:24, he uses the word hate in the same sense. When we read, Rom 9:13, Jacob have I 
loved, but Esau have I hated, the meaning is simply, I have loved Jacob - the Israelites, more 
than Esau - the Edomites; and that this is no arbitrary interpretation of the word hate, but one 
agreeable to the Hebrew idiom, appears from what is said on Gen 29:30, Gen 29:31, where 
Leah’s being hated is explained by Rachel’s being loved more than Leah. See also Deu 21:15-
17.”  

https://www.atchriststable.org/
ref:Mat.10.37
ref:Mat.6.24
ref:Rom.9.13
ref:Gen.29.30
ref:Gen.29.31
ref:Deu.21.15-17
ref:Deu.21.15-17
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%-5*3/!1,3.*I%-4!F!86$%-4!5%((%-4!+,:!5#%)#!*+!.,&$!+%&$!&*0!6$!
/$&,-.+3*+$/!,7+5*3/(0;!
!
82*()7(*+$!+#$!),.+:'!F!+,!),7-+!,3!),&'7+$;!L-!%-5*3/!1,3.*I%-4!
F!86$%-4!5%((%-4!+,:!5#%)#!*+!.,&$!+%&$!&*0!6$!/$&,-.+3*+$/!
,7+5*3/(0;!
!
82,-.%/$3:!(!F!+,!+*I$!),7-.$(!5%+#!,-$.$(1!,3!/$(%6$3*+$!,3!
',-/$3;!L-!%-5*3/!1,3.*I%-4!F!86$%-4!5%((%-4!+,:!5#%)#!*+!.,&$!
+%&$!&*0!6$!/$&,-.+3*+$/!,7+5*3/(0;!
!
8<%9$!7':!!!F!+,!1,3.*I$!,3!.*0!4,,/60$!+,!,3!3$-,7-)$;!)!L-!
,7+5*3/!1,3.*I%-4!F!8*)+7*((0!/,%-4!%+:;!
!
The Inward, the Outward, and the Visible Fruit 
!
"#$!%-5*3/!1,3.*I%-4!%.!*!#$*3+!.733$-/$3!5#%)#!%.!DKOOKR<!+,!
1,3.*I$!*((!+,!1,((,5!U$.7.;!"#$!,7+5*3/!1,3.*I%-4!%.!L2"WLOO\!
1,3.*I%-4!8*((:!+,!1,((,5!U$.7.;!"#$!]K=KCOS!A[WK"!,1!1,3.*I%-4!%.!

 
9 Luke 14:28, Greek: psēphizō, Strong’s # 5585 
10 Luke 14:31, Greek: bouleuō, Strong’s # 1011 
11 Luke 14:33, Greek: apotassomai, Strong’s # 657 
12 “In that forsake lies the key to the whole passage” (Trench). “Christian discipleship is founded 
in self-renunciation.” (Vincent) 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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*!<,/>2$-+$3$/!O%1$. That is, a!(%1$!%-!5#%)#!LOO!"BKR<=!*3$!
.$$-!*-/!*//3$..$/!%-!+#$!),-+$N+!,1!*!/$.%3$!+,!43,5!%-!I-,5%-4!
*-/!7-/$3.+*-/%-4!<,/;!XU$3$&%*#!^_V^`>^aY!K-!,+#$3!5,3/.@!%+!%.!
RZ"!LbbKR<!<Zb!"Z!\ZW[!OKAS@!67+!3*+#$3@!$9$30+#%-4!+#%-4!
%-!0,73!(%1$!3$9,(9$.!*3,7-/!I-,5%-4!*-/!7-/$3.+*-/%-4!<,/;!K!
#*9$!53%++$-!*+!($-4+#!*6,7+!+#$!-$$/!1,3!*!<,/>2$-+$3$/!
2#3%.+%*-%+0@!%-!*-,+#$3!*3+%)($!$-+%+($/@ The God-Centered Life.!

B$3$@!5$!*3$!.'$)%1%)*((0!/%.)7..%-4!81,3.*I%-4!*((!+,!1,((,5!
U$.7.:@!67+!%-!+#$!),-+$N+!X+#$!9%.%6($!137%+Y!,1!*!<,/>2$-+$3$/!(%1$;!!

 
The Call and Our Responses 
!
K!17((0!7-/$3.+*-/!+#*+!U$.7.P!5,3/.@!+*I$-!(%+$3*((0@!*3$!9$30!
3*/%)*(;!L-/!+#%.!%.!5#0!3$*)+%,-.!+,!+#$&!*3$!&,.+!,1+$-V!!
“Yes, but….”!Z3V!“Those words (along with the Sermon on the Mount) 
were intended for Jewish disciples of that day, and not for us who are 
under grace in the New Covenant.”!!Z3V!“Obviously, Jesus meant that 
we ONLY NEED TO BE WILLING to forsake all.”  
!
K!+#%-I!+#$!(*++$3!&*0!6$!+37$H!67+!K!5%((!*//V!K1!U$.7.!,-(0!3$?7%3$.!
.,&$,-$!+,!6$!5%((%-4!+,!>!67+!-,+!*)+7*((0!#*9$!+,!>!1,3.*I$!*((@!
+#*+!.,&$,-$!5%((!6$!'*3+!,1!&%-,3%+0!,1!2#3%.+P.!/%.)%'($.;!K!.*0!

https://www.atchriststable.org/
https://www.atchriststable.org/ebooks/the-god-centered-life/
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+#%.!6$)*7.$!%+!.$$&.!+,!&$!+#*+!%1!5$!8(,,I!*+!+#$!-7&6$3.:!13,&!
*-!#%.+,3%)*(!'$3.'$)+%9$!*-/!13,&!*!5,3(/>5%/$!'$3.'$)+%9$!F!
-*&$(0@!-,+!c7.+!D$.+$3-!-*+%,-.@!67+!,+#$3!-*+%,-.!%-!5#%)#!
2#3%.+%*-.!.711$3!'$3.$)7+%,-!>!U$.7.!bKb!*-/!bZS=!*.I!&,.+!,1!
B%.!/%.)%'($.!+,!81,3.*I$!*((:!*+!.,&$!',%-+!%-!+#$%3!(%9$.;!!
!
"#%.!8*.I%-4:!&*0!'3$.$-+!%+.$(1!*.!*!T[S>[SdWK=K"S!+,!1,((,5!*!
'*3+%)7(*3!)*((!+,!&%-%.+30!X1,3!$N*&'($@!*!&%..%,-*30Y;!Z3!+#%.!
:*.I%-4:!&*0!'3$.$-+!%+.$(1!*.!*!2BZK2S;!"#*+!2BZK2S!6$+5$$-V!
LY!'($*.%-4!+#$!/$.%3$.!,1!*!),-43$4*+%,-@!*-/G,3!*!)#73)#!6,*3/@!
*-/G,3!*!/$-,&%-*+%,-@!%-!,3/$3!+,!.$)73$!,-$P.!8(%9$(%#,,/:!*.!*-!
$&'(,0$/!817((>+%&$!&%-%.+$3:@!,3!CY!6$%-4!*!81*%+#17(!.$39*-+:!
3%.I%-4!+#*+!.$)73$!(%9$(%#,,/!60!.*0%-4!*-/!/,%-4!5#*+!0,7!
6$(%$9$!'($*.$.!+#$!O,3/;!!
!
Z3V!"#%.!:*.I%-4:!&*0!'3$.$-+!%+.$(1!*.!*!2BZK2S!6$+5$$-!
.711$3%-4!'$3.$)7+%,-!*.!*!1,((,5$3!,1!2#3%.+!,3!$.)*'%-4!
'$3.$)7+%,-!60!8/$-0%-4:!2#3%.+;!X1,3!$N*&'($@!T$+$3Y!Z-$!*.'$)+!
,1!'$3.$)7+%,-!%.!+#$!OZ==!,1!13$$/,&!F!1,3!+#$!2#3%.+%*-@!%+!%.!+#$!
(,..!,1!+#$!13$$/,&!+,!'76(%)(0!$N'3$..!*-/!(%9$!,7+!,-$P.!6$(%$1.!
*-/!5,3.#%';!!
!

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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C7+!,+#$3!+0'$.!,1!OZ==!5%((!),&$!%-!$9$30,-$P.!(%1$!F!63,74#+!,-!
60!*4%-4!*-/!%((-$..!F!+#$!OZ==!ZA!TB\=K2LO!LCKOK"KS=!*-/G,3!
ESR"LO!LCKOK"KS=!F!-*&$(0@!+#$!,-.$+!,1!bK=LCKOK"KS=;!b73%-4!
+#$.$!+%&$.!*-/!.$*.,-.!%-!(%1$@!+#$!8*.I%-4:!'3$.$-+.!%+.$(1!%-!+#%.!
5*0V!“Are you willing for these physical and mental abilities to 
be FORSAKEN (LOST), yet still live both your inward and 
outward life ‘doing all things for the glory of God’?” (1 
Corinthians 10:31)     
!

D#%($!+#%.!&*0!,))73!1,3!,-(0!*!.$*.,-!%-!.,&$,-$P.!(%1$@!%+!5%((!
,))73!%-!+#$!(%1$!,1!$9$30!/%.)%'($;!K!#,-$.+(0!/,-P+!I-,5!#,5!
U$.7.P!5,3/.!)*-!3$+*%-!+#$%3!%-+$43%+0!,+#$35%.$;!!!!

 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

“The Doing of the Thing” 
excerpt from Bob Bennett’s album Songs from Bright Avenue 

 

We take the nodding of the head, 
And all the words that can be said; 

We take the very song I sing 
For the doing of the thing. 
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“All” 

 
 5 “Have this attitude in yourselves, which was also in Christ 
Jesus, 6 who, as He already existed in the form of God, did not 
consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
7 but emptied Himself by taking the form of a bond-servant and 

being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming  
obedient to the point of death: death on a cross.” Philippians 2:5-8 
 
“Greater love has no one than this, that a person will lay down his 
life for his friends.” John 15:13 
 
D$!&7.+!*)I-,5($/4$!+#*+!U$.7.!4*9$!LOO;!D$!&7.+!*(.,!
*)I-,5($/4$!+#*+!5$!+$-/!+,!4%9$!,-(0!*!TL[";!D$!I-,5!#,5!+,!
4%9$!c7.+!*!8.711%)%$-+:!'*3+!,1!,73.$(9$.!*-/!,73!(%9$.!1,3!<,/;!XD$!
.+%((!'3$.$39$!,73!=$(1>2$-+$3$/-$..;Y!!
!
2,-)$3-%-4!+#$!4,.'$(!'*..*4$.!5$!)%+$/@!+#$3$!%.!&7)#!5#%)#!
6$4.!$N'(*-*+%,-@!*-/!.,&$!+#%-4.!*3$!/%11%)7(+!+,!/%.)$3-!*-/!
3$?7%3$!%->/$'+#!$N',.%+%,-;!C7+!1,3!-,5@!K!5,7(/!(%I$!+,!c7.+!1,)7.!
,-!.,&$!',%-+.!,73!O,3/!)($*3(0!&*/$V!
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§ K-!E*3IP.!4,.'$(@!)#*'+$3!ef@!U$.7.!7.$/!+#$!5,3/!“all”!F!
-*&$(0@!“forsaking all”!%-!),--$)+%,-!5%+#!$-+$3%-4!+#$!
J%-4/,&!,1!<,/;!X99;^e>^gY!

!
§ T$+$3!.*%/!+#*+!+#$!/%.)%'($.!,1!2#3%.+!#*/!“left everything”!
+,!1,((,5!U$.7.;!X9;^hY!

!

§ !"#$#%#&"'()("*%+,-+%+,"%“all”%-.*%+,"%“everything”%
(.'/$*"*%,0$#"#1%230+,"3#1%#(#+"3#1%40+,"31%)-+,"31%
',(/*3".1%)-34#%56789:%;%+,-+%(#1%)-4(/<%4"42"3#%-.*%
0''$&-+(0.#7%%%

!
§ K-!O7I$P.!4,.'$(@!)#*'+$3!ea@!U$.7.!*4*%-!/$+*%($/!6$%-4!
5%((%-4!+,!)#,,.$!B%&!,9$3!1*&%(0!&$&6$3.!*!X99;!^i>^jYH!*-/!
*//.!6$%-4!5%((%-4!+,!)#,,.$!B%&!,9$3!“your own life”.!"#$!
&,.+!(%+$3*(!&$*-%-4!,1!+#$!<3$$I!5,3/@!'.7)#$!"@!%.V!“the 
vital force which animates the body and shows itself in 
breathing”15.!D#%($!%+!%.!.,&$+%&$.!+3*-.(*+$/!8.,7(:@!U$.7.!
5*.!&,.+!(%I$(0!3$1$33%-4!+,!(,9%-4!B%&!&,3$!+#*-!.+*0%-4!
*(%9$!F!+#*+!%.@!6$%-4!5%((%-4!+,!6$!&*3+03$/!1,3!+#$!2*7.$!,1!

 
13 This is the consensus of most commentators as to the meaning of “hating”. 
14 Strong’s # 5590. Its root word is psucho, Strong’s # 5594, meaning to breathe. 
15 Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible 
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2#3%.+;!K-!+#%.!'*..*4$@!U$.7.!*(.,!*//.!+#*+!%+!%.!-$)$..*30!
+,!“carry one’s own cross”!%-!,3/$3!+,!1,((,5!B%&!*-/!6$!B%.!
/%.)%'($;!X99;^i>^jY!K!6$(%$9$!+#$!'3,'$3!7-/$3.+*-/%-4!,1!
“the cross” %. “denying oneself”!%-!,3/$3!+,!1,((,5!U$.7.;!$!
]$3.$!^g!+$((.!7.!+#*+!U$.7.!.*%/!+#$.$!+#%-4.!+,!'$,'($!
S]SR!CSAZ[S!+#$0!6$4*-!+,!1,((,5!B%&;!B$!5*.!-,+!
.'$*I%-4!+,!8&*+73$!2#3%.+%*-.:;!B$!5*.!.'$*I%-4!+,!'$,'($!
5#,!5$3$!-,+!0$+!2#3%.+%*-.;!B$!5*.!%-1,3&%-4!'$,'($!+#*+!
+#%.!%.!5#*+!%+!&$*-.!+,!6$!B%.!/%.)%'($;!!!!

!
§ K-!9$3.$.!^h>`^@!U$.7.!),&&7-%)*+$.!+#*+!%1!,-$!%.!-,+!
5%((%-4!+,!1,3.*I$!1*&%(0!&$&6$3.@!,))7'*+%,-@!*-/!“your 

own life”@!,-$!2LRRZ"!CS!BK=!bK=2KTOS@!6$)*7.$!+#*+!
'$3.,-!5%((!.+*3+@!67+!-,+!1%-%.#!F!#$!5%((!-,+!6$!*6($!+,!

#*-/($!+#$!/$&*-/.!,1!1,((,5%-4!U$.7.;!

!
§ L-/!1%-*((0@!U$.7.!*//.!+#*+!,-$!&7.+!4%9$!7'!*((!#%.!,5-!
',..$..%,-.!>!,3!6$!5%((%-4!+,!%1!B$!*.I.!0,7!+,!>!%-!,3/$3!+,!
6$!B%.!/%.)%'($;!X9;!``Y!

!

 
16 I base this understanding on the fact that Jesus, Himself, defined “the cross” as self-denial in 
order to follow Him. Cf. Matthew16:24; Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23. 
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L.!K!.*%/@!+#$3$!*3$!*//%+%,-*(!+#%-4.!%-!+#$.$!'*..*4$.@!67+!($+P.!
c7.+!),-.%/$3!+#$!+#%-4.!KP9$!$N+3*',(*+$/!*6,9$!*.!+#%-4.!U$.7.!
.*%/!5$3$!-$)$..*30!+,!$-+$3!+#$!I%-4/,&!,1!<,/!%@!-$)$..*30!
+,!1,((,5!B%&@!*-/!-$)$..*30!+,!6$!B%.!/%.)%'($;!&!!!
!
C7+!5#*+!%.!8*((:k!L.!5$!#*9$!.$$-!13,&!5#*+!U$.7.!.'$)%1%$/!%-!
+#$!'*..*4$.!13,&!E*3I!*-/!O7I$@!“all”!%-)(7/$.!67+!%.!-,+!(%&%+$/!
+,V!!

§ 1*&%(0!&$&6$3.!
§ ,))7'*+%,-!
§ ,-$P.!8,5-!(%1$:!!

!
C7+!%-!*-0!4%9$-!.%+7*+%,-@!%+!&*0!6$!EZ[S!,3!OS==!+#*-!+#*+;!
"#$!.'$)%1%).!,1!DBL"!%.!1,3.*I$-@!*-/!+#$!.'$)%1%)!/$+*%(.!,1!

BZD!+#$!)3,..!%.!+*I$-!7'!2LRRZ"!CS!T[S=2[KCSb!60!

&0.$(1!F!,3!*-0,-$!$(.$;!L.!O,3/@!ZRO\!US=W=!2LR!

T[S=2[KCS!+#,.$!/$+*%(.!%-!$*)#!%-/%9%/7*(P.!(%1$!F!+#$!85#*+:@!

+#$!85#$-:@!+#$!l5#$3$:!*-/!+#$!8#,5:;!K!&*0!,11$3!&0!'$3.,-*(!

 
17 Jesus also said that it is necessary to be born of the Spirit (regenerated) in order to see and 
enter the kingdom of God. (John 3:3-8; Cf. Romans 8:9) 
18 Because of Peter’s question in Mark 10:26, one might possibly also consider these things 
necessary “fruit consistent with repentance” (Matthew 3:8; Luke 3:8) required for demonstration 
of the kind of faith required for authentic salvation (James 2:18-26). 
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(%1$!$N'$3%$-)$!%-!+#$!O,3/!*.!*-!$N*&'($H!67+!K!)*--,+!,11$3!%+!*.!*!
'3$.)3%'+%,-!1,3!.,&$,-$!$(.$P.!(%1$;!
!
C7+@!*.!*!4,,/!+3$$!6$*3.!4,,/!137%+@!U$.7.!.*%/!5$!2LR!I-,5!+#$!
+37$!*-/!+#$!1*(.$!'!60!,6.$39%-4!+#$!8137%+:;!K-!+#%.!)*.$@!+#$!8137%+:!
%.!L!OKAS!OK]Sb!>!-,+!c7.+!'$3.,-*(!/$9,+%,-*(!+%&$.@!-,+!c7.+!
),3',3*+$!3$(%4%,7.!*)+%9%+%$.@!*-/!-,+!c7.+!.$39%)$!,1!&$$+%-4!+#$!
-$$/.!,1!'$,'($;)(!R,@!%-!+#%.!)*.$@!+#$!8137%+:!%.!OKAS!bS2K=KZR=!
CSKR<!OK]Sb!ZW"!>!-,+!+#$!/$.%3$!,1!,-$P.!#$*3+!6$%-4!.',I$-!>!
67+!5#*+!%.!L2"WLOO\!OK]Sb!ZW"!*+!*-0!4%9$-!+%&$;!XU*&$.!
^Vej>ehY!!
!
K1@!%-!1*)+@!,-$!I-,5.!+#$!O,3/@!,-$!)*-!3$),4-%M$!*-!*7+#$-+%)!
1,3.*I%-4!*-/!$&63*)%-4!,1!+#$!)3,..!5#$-!0,7!.$$!%+@!*-/!

5#$-!%+!%.!(*)I%-4;!D#*+!/,$.!+#$!137%+!,1!1,3.*I%-4!“all”!(,,I!(%I$k!
O$+!&$!6$4%-!5%+#!*!1$5!'$3.,-*(!(%1$!,6.$39*+%,-.V!
!
!!

 
19 In this case, authentic and unauthentic discipleship. 
20 I dare say that for most, “serving the Lord” means serving people. But serving the Lord may or 
may not include serving people. ESSENTIALLY, Serving the Lord is NOT serving people, per 
se, but the serving the Lord’s ETERNAL PLANS AND PURPOSES FOR HIS KINGDOM 
AND CHURCH. This is something which will be discussed further, later in this article.  
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§ "#$3$!*3$!.+*4$.!%-!(%1$!5#%)#!5$!)*-!(*6$(!*.V!80,7-4!
*/7(+.:@!8*/7(+.:@!*-/!8+#$!$(/$3(0:;!
• K-!$*)#!,1!+#$.$!.+*4$.!%.!%+!',..%6($!+,!(%9$!*!<,/>
2$-+$3$/!(%1$@!*(+#,74#!%+!&*0!(,,I!/%11$3$-+!*+!$*)#!
.+*4$;!

• K-!$*)#!,1!+#$.$!.+*4$.!+#$3$!*3$!),&&,-!$N)7.$.!1,3!
-,+!(%9%-4!*!<,/>2$-+$3$/!(%1$!*.!5$!*3$!/$1%-%-4!%+V!

o \,7-4!L/7(+.V!“After, I get an education and get started in 
a career ….” 

o L/7(+.V!“After we’ve worked to provide for our children – 
that is, after they’re grown, educated and have established 
their own households ….”!!!

o "#$!S(/$3(0V!“I’m just too old ….”!
!

§ B,5$9$3@!*!1$5!+#,7.*-/!0$*3.!*4,@!U$.7.!*(3$*/0!
/%.&%..$/!+#$.$!$N)7.$.V!!

!
!
!
!
!
!
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57”As they were walking along the road, someone said to Jesus, 
“I will follow You wherever You go.” 58Jesus replied, “Foxes 
have dens and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has 
no place to lay His head.” 59Then He said to another 
man, “Follow Me.” The man replied, “Lord, first let me go and 
bury my father.” 60But Jesus told him, “Let the dead bury their 
own dead. You, however, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 
61Still another said, “I will follow You, Lord; but first let me bid 
farewell to my family.” 62Then Jesus declared, “No one who puts 
his hand to the plow and then looks back is fit for the kingdom of 
God.” Luke 9:57-62; Cf. Matthew 8:18-22 

 

!

https://www.atchriststable.org/
https://biblehub.com/luke/9-57.htm
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What Does “All” Look Like? 
 

L.!5$!4,!+#3,74#!+#%.!.$)+%,-@!'($*.$!7-/$3.+*-/!+#$3$!*3$!+5,!
+#%-4.!K!/$.%3$!+,!&*I$!)($*3V!
K; Z-(0!U$.7.!%.!O,3/;!Z-(0!U$.7.!)*-!'3$.)3%6$!5#*+!
81,3.*I%-4!*((:!5%((!(,,I!(%I$!%-!0,73!(%1$;!

KK; 8A,3.*I%-4!*((:!5%((!(,,I!/%11$3$-+!/73%-4!/%11$3$-+!.$*.,-.!,1!
0,73!(%1$;!

 
So, what is “all”? 

!
U$.7.!.'$)%1%$/!EL"S[KLO!"BKR<=!(%I$!1*+#$3@!&,+#$3@!)#%(/3$-@!
(*-/@!#,7.$.@!3%)#$.@!$+);!K-!,+#$3!5,3/.@!%+!%.!-,+!c7.+!*!8#$*3+!
*++%+7/$:!,3!8#,(/%-4!,-!+,!,-$P.!',..$..%,-.!(%4#+(0:!F!%+P.!*!
'#0.%)*(!($++%-4!4,!*-/!($*9%-4!B$!%.!3$1$33%-4!+,;!X"#$3$!K=!+#$!
9*(%/!*347&$-+!+#*+!#7&*-!6$%-4.!-$$/!&*+$3%*(!+#%-4.!%-!,3/$3!+,!
'#0.%)*((0!.739%9$@!$+);H!*-/!5$P((!+,7)#!,-!+#*+!.#,3+(0!5#$-!5$!
/%.)7..!82,-9$-+%,-*(!O%1$!2*+$4,3%$.:;Y!!
!
“All”!%.!LOOH!*-/!+#*+!%.!I$0!+,!7-/$3.+*-/%-4;!“All”!)*-!6$!
7-/$3.+,,/!+,!6$!(%+$3*((0!LOO;!L-/!“all”!)*-!6$!7-/$3.+,,/!*.!
+#*+!5#%)#![ST[S=SR"=!LOO;!L!.#,3+!.+,30!13,&!,73!'$3.,-*(!
(%9$.!&%4#+!#$('!+,!$N'(*%-!5#*+!K!&$*-!60!+#*+V!!
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In 1983, the Lord called my wife, Frances, and I to leave the USA to live 
and minister to the Church in South Africa. The Lord gave us many 
wonderful affirmations and confirmations of this call – some were quite 
supernatural. But we also put out a type of “fleece” to the Lord by 
stipulating that we would leave the USA only after our house sold. In 
faith, we sold up and divested ourselves of all our possessions, except the 
clothing, books, and a few musical instruments we were shipping by 
boat to South Africa. The date for shipping our things came. And then 
the date for our overseas flight came. But, because the particular 
dynamics of the housing market at that time were not in our favor21, our 
house had not sold. (We learned not to give stipulations to the Lord!) So, 
what were we going to do? Stay or leave? We left. And we left our house 
on the market to be sold by a realtor friend. We had only enough money 
to get to South Africa. We did not have any money to get back home to 
the USA. This was our situation until our house sold three months into 
our thirteen-year stay in South Africa. The profit from the sale of our 
house was a meager $6000. But that $6000 REPRESENTED 
SECURITY to me – we could get back home, if we needed to, etc.  
 
Then the Holy Spirit taught me about “serving Mammon” – “No one 
can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and wealth.” (Matthew 6:2422) In this context, 
Jesus is referring to wealth as money and material possessions which are 
“stored up” as “treasure”. (Matthew 6:19-20) Whereas Jesus spoke of 
the Father giving “daily bread”, this was “bread” stored up for 

 
21 Mortgages were being offered at 0% interest for brand new homes which had recently been 
built in our area, making older homes like ours somewhat less desirable for many buyers.    
22 Matthew 6:24; Cf. Luke 16:13. 
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tomorrow, next week, next month, and for years to come. In other words, 
a “treasure” REPRESENTING A SOURCE OF SECURITY.23  
 
I realized that meager $6000 REPRESENTED SECURITY to me – it 
was my “ALL”. “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also”. (Matthew 6:21) My heart was convicted. And although my wife 
has always had more faith for our material provision, I did learn to “let 
go and let God” be our Provider. Just to round off that short chapter of 
our life story, I don’t remember what became of that $6000; but I do 
remember that for the thirteen years we “lived by faith”24 in South 
Africa, our family always had a roof over our heads and never missed a 
meal. 
 
=,@!“all”!%.!LOO@!67+!5$!)*-!/%9%/$!%+!%-+,!)*+$4,3%$.!1,3!*-*(0.%.!
*-/!7-/$3.+*-/%-4V!D$!)*-!&*I$!*!(%.+!,1!2,-9$-+%,-*(!O%1$!
2*+$4,3%$.;!"#$.$!)*+$4,3%$.!)*-!3$'3$.$-+!+#$!DBZOS!,1!,73!
(%9$.@!67+!K!5%((!.$'*3*+$!+#$&!%-+,!+#3$$!43,7'.!,-(0!1,3!+#$!
'73',.$!,1!/%.)7..%,-;!K+!%.!%&',3+*-+!+,!-,+$!+#*+!+#$!,3/$3!,1!
+#$.$!)*+$4,3%$.!%.!*/&%++$/(0!8),-9$-+%,-*(:!F!%+!%.!-,+!86%6(%)*(:!F!
+#*+!%.@!+#%.!,3/$3!/,$.!-,+!*''$*3!%-!+#$!.)3%'+73$.!'$3!.$;!A,3!
$N*&'($@!'(*)%-4!E*33%*4$@!A*&%(0!*-/!Z))7'*+%,-!6$1,3$!

 
23 An excerpt from Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible affirms this understanding: “… 
these words from the Hebrew ןמא  aman, to trust, confide; because men are apt to trust in riches. 
Mammon may therefore be considered any thing a man confides in.” This, of course, is a FALSE 
sense of security. Matthew 13:22; Mark 4:19; 1 Timothy 6:17 
24 Because our visas only allowed “religious work”. We were not allowed to take secular 
employment.  
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E%-%.+30!2*((%-4V!D#%($!T*7(!/,$.!$N#,3+!+#$!2#3%.+%*-.!+,!5,3I!
*-/!.7'',3+!+#$%3!1*&%(%$.@)#!5$!5,7(/!6$!#*3/!'3$..$/!+,!1%-/!%-!
+#$!4,.'$(!*)),7-+.!+#%.!),-9$-+%,-*(!8,3/$3!,1!'3%,3%+%$.:!*&,-4!
U$.7.!*-/!B%.!/%.)%'($.;)$!C7+@!%-!*-0!)*.$@!($+P.!/%.)7..!+#$!
),-9$-+%,-*(!8,3/$3!,1!'3%,3%+%$.:!5$!#*9$!*/,'+$/!%-!,73!5$.+$3-!
2#3%.+%*-!)7(+73$.V!
L;!<,/!
C;!E*33%*4$!m!A*&%(0!
2;!O%9$(%#,,/!XZ))7'*+%,-Y!
b;!E%-%.+30!2*((%-4!X=$39%-4!+#$!O,3/Y!

1. 8L:!%.!-$)$..*30!1,3!.'%3%+7*(!(%1$;!“Man does not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that comes out of the mouth 
of God.” (Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 4:4)  

^; 8C:!m!82:!*3$!'#0.%)*(!-$)$..%+%$.!1,3!.739%9*(;!D#*+!5$!*3$!
/%.)7..%-4!#$3$!%.!+#*+!+#$.$!)*-!6$!&*%-+*%-$/!%-!$%+#$3!*!
=$(1>2$-+$3$/!5*0!,3!*!<,/>2$-+$3$/!5*0;!!

`; =,&$!'$,'($!F!*-/!+#$3$!%.!*!)$3+*%-!9*(%/%+0!+,!%+!>!),&6%-$!
82:!m!8b:;!"#*+!%.@!+#$0!.$$!+#$%3!,))7'*+%,-!*.!+#$%3!&%-%.+30!
)*((%-4;!T$3.,-*((0@!+#%.!#*.!RZ"!6$$-!&0!'$3.'$)+%9$!,3!(%1$!
$N'$3%$-)$!F!$N)$'+!1,3!&0!0$*3.!*.!*-!,9$3.$*.!
&%..%,-*30@!&0!,))7'*+%,-!*-/!&0!&%-%.+30!#*9$!*(5*0.!

 
25 1 Timothy 5:8 
26 Matthew 4:20 & 22, 19:27-30; Mark 1:16-20, 10:28; Luke 14:33, 18:28-30 
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6$$-!?7%+$!.$'*3*+$;!B,'$17((0@!K!5*.!*!5%+-$..!1,3!+#$!O,3/!
%-!&0!9*3%,7.!,))7'*+%,-.)%H!67+!&0!&%-%.+30!#*.!*(5*0.!
6$$-!+$*)#%-4!+#$!.)3%'+73$.!%-!9*3%,7.!),-+$N+.;)&!!!

a; 8b:!&%4#+!&$*-!.$39%-4!+,!&$$+!+#$!-$$/.!,1!'$,'($@!CW"!
"BK=!EW="!CS!KR!"BS!2ZR"Sn"!ZA!8ESS"KR<!<ZbP=!
RSSb=:!AK[="!LRb!AZ[SEZ=";!8<,/P.!-$$/.:!#*9$!+,!
/,!5%+#!B%.!),.&%)!'(*-.!*-/!J%-4/,&!'73',.$.!%-!*-/!

+#3,74#!"BS!2BW[2B)'!>!*.!/$1%-$/!%-!+#$!.)3%'+73$@!-,+!
-$)$..*3%(0!*.!'3*)+%)$/!60!2#3%.+$-/,&!+#3,74#,7+!#%.+,30;!!

!
"#$3$!5$3$!+5,!+#%-4.!K!/$.%3$/!+,!&*I$!)($*3!%-!+#%.!.$)+%,-V!
K; Z-(0!U$.7.!%.!O,3/;!Z-(0!U$.7.!)*-!'3$.)3%6$!5#*+!

81,3.*I%-4!*((:!5%((!(,,I!(%I$!%-!0,73!(%1$;!
KK; 8A,3.*I%-4!*((:!5%((!(,,I!/%11$3$-+!/73%-4!/%11$3$-+!.$*.,-.!

,1!0,73!(%1$;!
!

 
27 I’ve earned a living working as a professional musician, a music teacher, a janitor, an office 
administrator, et. al.  
28 I’ve taught the scriptures as a Sunday school teacher, an overseas missionary, an itinerant 
teacher and conference speaker, church planter, and most recently as a writer – most of the time 
without pay, but sometimes receiving nominal offerings and allowances.  
29 I use the English word “church” to represent the totality of biblical ecclesiology that is meant 
to be represented in the Greek word “ecclesia”. I don’t think using the Greek word in place of the 
English word helps the reader to understand the biblical ecclesiology. Such understanding does 
not reside in an English or Greek word, per se, it comes only through study, teaching and 
revelation.   
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Hinderances to Following Jesus!
!
D$!*3$!/%.)7..%-4!+#%-4.!5#%)#!%-#%6%+!+#$!5%((%-4-$..!*-/!
*)+7*(%+0!,1!81,3.*I%-4!*((:!*-/!+#$3$60!#%-/$3!,73!81,((,5%-4!
U$.7.:;!"#$.$!+#%-4.!3$.%/$!1%3.+!*-/!1,3$&,.+!%-!%-/%9%/7*(!#7&*-!
#$*3+.!*-/!(%9$.@!*-/!*3$!),-.$?7$-+(0!'3$9*($-+!%-!,73!.,)%$+%$.!
*-/!)7(+73$.;!"#*+!+#$0!+0'%10!+#$!-,->6$(%$9$3!%-!+#$!D,3(/!%.!+,!
6$!$N'$)+$/;!"#*+!+#$0!3$&*%-!*-!%..7$!1,3!'3,1$..%-4!2#3%.+%*-.!
*-/!*(.,!+0'%10!+#$!'3,1$..%-4!2#73)#!%.!5#*+!%.!6$%-4!*//3$..$/!
%-!+#%.!*3+%)($;!"#$3$!%.!*!(*)I!,1!<,/>2$-+$3$/-$..!%-!+#$!
2#3%.+%*-!(%1$!m!T3,1$..%-4!2#73)#;!K!/%.)7..!+#$.$!+#%-4.!%-!&7)#!
&,3$!/$+*%(!%-!&0!*3+%)($@!The God-Centered Life;!B$3$!*3$!c7.+!

.,&$!.$($)+!),&&$-+.!,-!=$(1>2$-+$3$/-$..@!E*->
2$-+$3$/-$..@!"#$!D,3(/@!*-/!E*+$3%*(%.&V!
!
Self-Centeredness!!
!
KP9$!(,-4!+*I$-!-,+$!,1!+#$!(%.+!,1!)#*3*)+$3%.+%).!T*7(!4%9$.!%-!#%.!
($++$3!+,!"%&,+#0!/$.)3%6%-4!'$,'($!5#,!*3$!(%9%-4!%-!+#$!(*.+!
/*0.;*(!"#$!(%.+!6$4%-.!5%+#!“lovers of self”;*!!"#%.!'#3*.$!

 
30 2 Timothy 3:1-3 
31 2 Timothy 3:1-3 
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)$3+*%-(0!)#*3*)+$3%M$.!,73!+%&$.!X+#$!2#73)#!*-/!+#,.$!5#,!($*/!
%+!*3$!1*3!13,&!6$%-4!$N$&'+Y;!"#$!1*)+!%.@!+#%.!=$(1>2$-+$3$/-$..!
#*.!6$$-!5%+#!7.!.%-)$!+#$!<*3/$-;!!
!
C7+!5#0!%.!%+!+#*+!5$!*3$!-*+73*((0!.$(1>)$-+$3$/!5#$-@!%-!1*)+@!5$!
5$3$!)3$*+$/!+,!6$!<,/>)$-+$3$/k!!O$+P.!6$4%-!*+!+#$!6$4%--%-4!
5#$3$!%+!*((!6$4*-;!!K-!+#$!^+,!*-/!`-,!)#*'+$3.!,1!+#$!C,,I!,1!
<$-$.%.@!5$!3$*/!*6,7+!+#$!A*((!,1!E*-;!!K!5%((!'*3*'#3*.$!+#$!
.+,30V!
!

God said, “I have given you a paradise here.  There is the Tree of Life, 
and there is the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  I would like for 
you to eat of the Tree of Life, but not from the Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil.  Of course, in order for you to love Me, as I have defined 
love, I have given you a free will. You are free to choose to disagree with 
Me and disobey Me.32  But, from My point of view, I am telling you it 
would be a good thing for you not to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil.  This is why I say that: I have the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil and I have created you in My image and likeness.  You have 
been created to be LIKE Me, but not JUST LIKE ME. The difference is 

 
32 Humankind is free to love or not love God.  Jesus said:  “IF YOU LOVE ME, keep My 
commandments.”  (John 14:15)  Many would ask: “Why would God create humankind knowing 
that they would fall into sin and suffer the sorrowful consequences of sin?”  Because He freely 
chose to create and love us, He wanted us to freely choose to love Him, even at the risk of our 
choosing not to, for He had a plan of redemption already in place before the fall into sin. 
(Revelation 13:8, Ephesians 1:3-6) I discuss this, and other issues related to the will of God and 
the evil in the world in my article Some Thoughts on Evil.  
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this: As God, I have the Knowledge of Good and Evil and I can handle it 
- you can’t.” 
 
Then along came the Adversary – the one who hates God – and us. He 
simply wants to steal, kill and destroy us. That’s his nature. He said to 
Eve: “Sure, God said that He loves you and wants the best for you, but 
He must be holding something back from you and Adam, if He won’t let 
you eat the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.  Come over 
here and just take a look at this tree. From my point of view: This is 
beautiful food that will make you wise.”  So, Eve took a look at the Tree 
of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  And from her point of view, this 
looked like a good deal.  So, she and her husband ate of the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil.  In so doing, they in as much said to God: 
“Lord, thanks very much for this paradise, but we feel that if we can just 
decide for ourselves what we think will be good and evil for us, we will 
be able to make an even better life for ourselves.” 
!
We see the results of their choice in the same chapter: they realize they 
are naked, and now feel like they cannot stand before the Lord and try to 
hide from His presence.  In the next chapter we see that their son, Cain, 
kills his brother, Abel.  When God confronts him about this, his response 
is: “Am I my brother’s keeper?” In other words, he was acting out of his 
Self-Centered point of view.!!!
!
D$((@!*.!+#$0!.*0V!8"#$!3$.+!%.!#%.+,30:!F!+#$!#%.+,30!,1!B7&*-%+0P.!
#,'$($..!*++$&'+!*+!(%9%-4!%-/$'$-/$-+!,1!<,/;!D%+#!+#%.!)#,%)$!
+,!(%9$!%-/$'$-/$-+!,1!<,/@!E*-I%-/!'7+!%+.$(1!%-!+#$!',.%+%,-!,1!
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#*9%-4!+,!/$'$-/!7',-!%+.$(1!1,3!.739%9*(;!K!+#%-I!%+!%.!'(*%-!+,!.$$!
#,5!=$(1>T3$.$39*+%,-!%.!%-+3%-.%)*((0!6,7-/!7'!%-!=$(1>
2$-+$3$/-$..;!!!
! !!
Man-Centeredness!!
!
=$(1>2$-+$3$/-$..!*-/!E*->2$-+$3$/-$..!*3$!*(.,!%-+3%-.%)*((0!
6,7-/!+,4$+#$3;!C7+!5$!)*-!/%.+%-47%.#!+#$&!%-!+#%.!5*0V!"#$!+$3&!
8=$(1>2$-+$3$/-$..:!),7(/!6$!7.$/!+,!/$.)3%6$!+#$!%-/%9%/7*(@!*-/!
+#$!+$3&!8E*->2$-+$3$/-$..:!)*-!6$!7.$/!+,!/$.)3%6$!+#$!
),(($)+%9$;!K!*&!7.%-4!6,+#!+$3&.!+,!/$.)3%6$!+#$!),-/%+%,-!,1!+#$!
D,3(/@!*.!5$((!*.!+#$!),-/%+%,-!,1!+#$!T3,1$..%-4!2#73)#;!
!
K-!+#$!T3,1$..%-4!2#73)#!+,/*0@!%+!.$$&.!+#*+!*!+37(0!<,/>
2$-+$3$/!'$3.'$)+%9$!%.!$N+3$&$(0!3*3$H!*-/!5#$-!%+!/,$.!$&$34$@!
%+!.$$&.!9$30!3*/%)*(!%-/$$/;!D#$-!+#$3$!%.!/$1%-%-4!QD,3.#%'Q!
*-/!Q+#$!J%-4/,&Q!*-/!Q+#$!2#73)#Q!%-!+$3&.!,1!5#*+!%+!/,$.!1,3!
'$,'($@!+#$3$!%.!$..$-+%*((0!*!E*->2$-+$3$/!X=$(1>2$-+$3$/@!
A*(($-Y!'$3.'$)+%9$;!K!*&!RZ"!.*0%-4!+#*+!<,/!#*.!-,!/$.%3$!+,!
6($..!'$,'($;!K!*&!RZ"!.*0%-4!+#*+!+#$3$!%.!-,!'(*)$!1,3!2#3%.+%*-!
),&'*..%,-!,3!*!/$.%3$!+,!&$$+!+#$!-$$/.!,1!'$,'($;!L-/!K!*&!
RZ"!'%++%-4!+#$!1%3.+!43$*+!),&&*-/&$-+!X(,9$!<,/Y!*4*%-.+!+#$!
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.$),-/!43$*+!),&&*-/&$-+!X(,9$!,+#$3.Y!>!K!*&!c7.+!',%-+%-4!,7+!
+#*+!+#$3$!%.!%-/$$/!*!1%3.+!*-/!+#$-!*!.$),-/;**!
! !
K!+#%-I!5$!&7.+!*/&%+!+#*+!+#$!B7&*-%.&!XE*->2$-+$3$/-$..Y!
+#*+!'$39*/$.!,73!+%&$.!#*.!)#*-4$/!+#$!1,)7.!,1!+#$!T3,1$..%-4!
2#73)#P.!+#$,(,40@!.'%3%+7*(%+0@!&%..%,-@!*-/!&%-%.+30!.,!+#*+!%+!#*.!
6$),&$!($..!*-/!($..!<,/>)$-+$3$/@!*-/!&,3$!*-/!&,3$!E*->
)$-+$3$/;!!S9*-4$(%)*(.!*-/!2#*3%.&*+%).!$-c,0!+*(I%-4!'3%&*3%(0!
*6,7+!5#*+!<,/!#*.!/,-$!*-/!5%((!/,!AZ[!ELR;!!=,&$!O%6$3*(.!
X8T3,43$..%9$.:Y!3$&%-/!7.!*6,7+!5#*+!.#,7(/!,3!&7.+!6$!/,-$!
C\!ELR;!!D#%($!T$-+$),.+*(!*-/!B,(%-$..!+3*/%+%,-.!&*c,3!,-!
5#*+!<,/!#*.!*-/!.+%((!/$.%3$.!+,!/,!KR!ELR;!!R,-$!,1!+#%.!%.!
53,-4!F!%+!%.!c7.+!ZAA>2SR"S[;!!K+!%.!E*->2$-+$3$/@!%-.+$*/!,1!
<,/>2$-+$3$/;!!!
!
D#$3$*.@!%-!#%.!9*3%,7.!$'%.+($.!+,!+#$!)#73)#$.@!T*7(!'7+.!1,3+#!*!
9$30!<,/>2$-+$3$/!'$3.'$)+%9$V!!!
• “For FROM HIM and THROUGH HIM and TO HIM are all 

things.” Romans 11:36 
• “For BY HIM all things were created…all things were 

created THROUGH HIM and FOR HIM.” Colossians 1:16 

 
33 Matthew 22:37-39; Mark 12:29-31; Luke 10:27 
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• “…HIM, FOR WHOM are all things and BY WHOM are all 
things.” Hebrews 2:10 

• “…FROM WHOM are all things, and we exist THROUGH 
HIM.” 1 Corinthians 8:6 

!

! D$!*(.,!#*9$!+#$!'$3.,-*(!+$.+%&,-0!*-/!$N#,3+*+%,-!,1!T*7(!
*-/!#%.!),>5,3I$3.V!“For the love of Christ compels34 us, having 
concluded this, that One died for all, therefore all died; and He 
died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for 
themselves, but for Him Who died and rose again on their 
behalf.” 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 
!
The World!!
!
“Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone 
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is 
in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the 
boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the 
world. The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one 
who does the will of God lives forever.” 1 John 2:15-17 
 
K-!&0!*3+%)($@!The Spirit of the World35,!K!/%.)7..!+#%.!'*..*4$!%-!

/$+*%(@!67+!#$3$!KP/!(%I$!+,!,11$3!c7.+!*!1$5!),&&$-+.;!"#%.!%.!5#*+!

 
34 NKJV 
35 A complimentary PDF copy can be obtained by emailing AtChristsTable@gmail.com  
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U,#-!53,+$V!“All that is in the world… is from the world”36 D#*+!
*((!%.!%-!*-/!13,&!+#$!5,3(/k!U,#-!,11$3.!+#3$$!)*+$4,3%$.V!!!
eY!+#$!(7.+.!,1!+#$!1($.#!
^Y!+#$!(7.+.!,1!+#$!$0$.!!
`Y!+#$!6,*.+17(!'3%/$!,1!(%1$!
!
=$$%-4!+#$.$!+#%-4.!1,3!5#*+!+#$0!3$*((0!*3$!#$('.!7.!+,!.$$!+#$!
5,3(/!1,3!5#*+!%+!3$*((0!%.;!",!6$4%-!5%+#@!%+!&*0!6$!#$('17(!+,!(,,I!
*+!#,5!+#$!L&'(%1%$/!C%6($!*++$&'+.!+,!63%-4!,7+!+#$!17(($3!&$*-%-4!
,1!+#$!<3$$I!5,3/.!U,#-!7.$.!%-!+#%.!9$3.$V!
!
“For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh [craving for 
sensual gratification] and the lust of the eyes [greedy longings of 
the mind] and the pride of life [assurance in one’s own resources 
or in the stability of earthly things]—these do not come from the 
Father but are from the world [itself].”  

1 John 2:16 The Amplified Bible 

 
 
 
 
The Lusts of the Flesh 

 

 
36 1 John 2:16 
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"#$!L&'(%1%$/!C%6($!$N'(*%-.!+#$!“lust of the flesh”!*.!8)3*9%-4.!1,3!
.$-.7*(!43*+%1%)*+%,-:;!"#$!T#%((%'.!+3*-.(*+%,-!3$1$3.!+,!%+!*.V!
QE$-o.!'3%&%+%9$!/$.%3$.;Q*%!C*.$/!7',-!U*&$.P!'3%-)%'($@!
“…when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin”38@!K!6$(%$9$!%+!%.!
*))73*+$!+,!.*0!+#*+!“the lusts of the flesh” ),33$.',-/!+,!“the 

deeds of the flesh” F!+#*+!%.@!/$.%3$.!%-!+#$!#$*3+!*-/!&%-/!3$.7(+!%-!
.%-17(!*)+%,-.!%-!+#$!.,7(!*-/!6,/0;!"#$3$!%.!*!'*3+%*(!(%.+!,1!+#$!
“deeds of the flesh”!%-!T*7(P.!O$++$3!+,!+#$!<*(*+%*-.;*'!!A3,&!+#%.!
(%.+!5$!.$$!+#*+!.,&$!(7.+.!*-/!/$$/.!,1!+#$!1($.#!*3$!.%-.!,1!.$(1>
%-/7(4$-)$!>!(%I$!+#$!9*3%,7.!+0'$.!,1!.$N7*(!.%-@!/37-I$--$..@!
/374!*67.$@!'*3+0%-4;!Z+#$3.!(7.+.!*-/!/$$/.!,1!+#$!1($.#!*3$!.%-.!
,1!.$(1>$N*(+*+%,-!>!(%I$!#*+3$/@!.+3%1$@!c$*(,7.0@!*-4$3@!),-1(%)+@!
1*)+%,-.@!*-/!$-90;!L-/!.+%((!,+#$3!(7.+.!*-/!/$$/.!,1!+#$!1($.#!*3$!
.%-.!,1!.$(1>'3$.$39*+%,-!>!(%I$!%/,(*+30!*-/!.$(1%.#!*&6%+%,-;!
 
S*)#!,-$!,1!+#$.$!“deeds of the flesh”!5*33*-+.!173+#$3!*++$-+%,-@!
67+!%+!%.!-,+!5%+#%-!+#$!.),'$!,1!+#%.!&$..*4$!+,!4,!%-+,!173+#$3!
/$+*%(!3$4*3/%-4!$*)#!,-$!%-/%9%/7*((0;!C7+!.711%)$!+,!.*0!+#*+!+#$0!
1*((!%-+,!+#$.$!+#3$$!)*+$4,3%$.!,1!.$(1>%-/7(4$-)$@!.$(1>$N*(+*+%,-@!
*-/!.$(1>'3$.$39*+%,-;!A3,&!+#%.!5$!)*-!.$$!+#*+!8.$(1:!%.!*!

 
37 The New Testament in Modern English by J.B. Phillips. 
38 James 1:15 
39 Galatians 5:19-21 (New American Standard Bible & God’s Word Translation) 

https://www.atchriststable.org/


__________________________________________ 
“Forsaking All to Follow Jesus” 

WD Furioso ~ At Christ’s Table ~ ACTpublications (2021) ~ https://www.AtChristsTable.org  

33 

'3%&*30!1,)7.!%-!+#$!8'3%-)%'($.!,1!+#$!5,3(/:"(;!"#%.!=$(1>

2$-+$3$/-$..!%.!3$.%/$-+!%-!+#$!#$*3+.!,1!1*(($-!#7&*-!6$%-4.!

5#,!1*.#%,-!*-/!'3,'*4*+$!+#$!)7(+73$!,1!+#$!5,3(/;!!!
 
The Lusts of the Eyes 
 
"#$!L&'(%1%$/!C%6($!$N'(*%-.!+#$!“lusts of the eyes” *.!843$$/0!
(,-4%-4.!,1!+#$!&%-/:;!T#%((%'.!+3*-.(*+$.!%+!*.V!"their greedy 

ambitions".41!"#%.!3$1$3.!+,!+#$!7-4,/(0!(,-4%-4!1,3!+#%-4.!5#%)#!
5$!)*-!.$$;!C%6(%)*(!5%./,&!(%+$3*+73$!+$((.!7.!+#*+!8+#$!$0$.!*3$!
-$9$3!.*+%.1%$/:;")!T*7(!$N#,3+.!7.V!“Therefore, put to death 
whatever is worldly in you: your sexual sin, perversion, passion, 
lust, and greed (which is the same thing as worshiping wealth). It 
is because of these sins that God’s anger comes on those who 
refuse to obey him. You used to live that kind of sinful life.”  

Colossians 3:5-743      !
!
"#$!5,3/!8),9$+,7.-$..:!/$1%-$.!+#%.!),-/%+%,-;!E,3$!&,/$3-!
+$3&.!5,7(/!6$!843$$/:!*-/!8E*+$3%*(%.&:;!"#$.$!+$3&.!.'$*I!,1!
+#$!+$-,3!,1!,73!*4$!F!+#$!)7(+73$!,1!1*(($-!#7&*-%+0;!!
 
The Boastful Pride of Life 

 
40 Galatian 4:3 &9; Colossians 2:8 & 20 
41 Ibid, J.B. Phillips 
42 Proverbs 27:20; Ecclesiastes 1:8 
43 Cf., Ephesians 5:5-7 
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U,#-!5,7(/!*(.,!#*9$!7.!+,!6$!*5*3$!,1!8the boastful pride of life”.!
"#$!T#%((%'.!+3*-.(*+%,-!3$1$3.!+,!%+!*.V!"the glamour of all they 

think splendid."44!!E,.+!+3*-.(*+%,-.!3$-/$3!.%&'(0!“pride of life”;!
67+!+#$!R$5!L&$3%)*-!=+*-/*3/!C%6($!%-)(7/$.!*-!*.'$)+!13,&!+#$!
3,,+!,1!+#$!<3$$I!5,3/!60!*//%-4!“boastful”!+,!“pride of life”.45 

"#$!5,3/!%&'(%$.!8.$(1>),-1%/$-)$:@!*.!5$((!*.!),-1%/$-)$!%-!
$*3+#(0@!&*+$3%*(!+#%-4.@!*.!+#$!L&'(%1%$/!C%6($!63%-4.!,7+!5%+#!+#$!
'#3*.$@!“assurance in one’s own resources or in the stability of 

earthly things”.!D#*+!%.!6$%-4!/$.)3%6$/!#$3$!%.!'7++%-4!
),-1%/$-)$!*-/!+37.+!%-!,-$P.!'$3.,-*(!4%1+.!*-/!+*($-+.@!&,-$0!

*-/!&*+$3%*(!',..$..%,-.@!*-/!+#$!*)),&'*-0%-4!.,)%*(!

',.%+%,-!*-/!',5$3;!!
!
Either - Or!
 
U$.7.!.*%/V!“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”46!B$!
'3$.$-+.!*-!8$%+#$3>,3:!)*.$;!B%.!63,+#$3@!U*&$.@!.*%/V!“You 
adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is 

 
44 Ibid, J.B. Phillips 
45 Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance: (Greek) alazoneia.  
46 Matthew 6:24 
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hostility toward God? Therefore, whoever wishes to be a friend of 
the world makes himself an enemy of God.”47!L-,+#$3!)*.$!,1!
8$%+#$3>,3:;!K-!+#$!.*&$!5*0@!U,#-!.*0.V!“If anyone loves the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him.”48!L-,+#$3!)*.$!,1!
8$%+#$3>,3:;!K-!+#%.!&$..*4$@!5$!*3$!),-.%/$3%-4!+#$!$N'(*-*+%,-!
*.!+,!DB\!+#*+!%.!+#$!)*.$;!!
!
K-!+#$!-$N+!9$3.$!U,#-!$N'(*%-.!+#*+!“All that is in the world … is 

from the world.”!K+!%.!-,+!13,&!<,/!F!%+!%.!13,&!+#$!)7(+73$!,1!1*(($-!
#7&*-%+0;!"#$!8'3%-)%'($.!,1!+#$!5,3(/:!*3$!6,3-!,1@!*3$!.,73)$/!
%-@!*-/!$&$34$!,7+!,1!F!+#$!)7(+73$!,1!1*(($-!#7&*-%+0;!B,5!%.!%+!
+#*+!U,#-!#*/!+#%.!'$3.'$)+%9$!,1!+#$!5,3(/k!"#%.!5*.!+#$!
'$3.'$)+%9$!4%9$-!+,!#%&!60!U$.7.;!K-!U,#-P.!4,.'$(@!#$!3$),3/.!
U$.7.!*.!.*0%-4!+#*+!5#%($!B%.!1,((,5$3.!*3$!%-!+#$!5,3(/@!+#$0!*3$!
-,+!,1!+#$!5,3(/;"'!L)),3/%-4!+,!U$.7.@!+#$!2#3%.+%*-%+0!B$!
%-%+%*+$/@!%.!%-!+#$!5,3(/@!67+!-,+!,1!+#$!5,3(/;!=,@!5$!.$$!+#*+@!(%I$!
U$.7.!*-/!U*&$.@!+#3,74#,7+!#%.!$'%.+($@!U,#-!/3*5.!9$30!)($*3!
(%-$.!,1!/$&*3)*+%,-!5#$-!#$!.'$*I.!%-!+#$!1,((,5%-4!+$3&.V!!
“They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they 
had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they 

 
47 James 4:4 
48 1 John 2:15b 
49 John 17:15-18 
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went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us.”50!
A3,&!+#$!*',.+,(%)!'$3.'$)+%9$@!5$!*3$!$%+#$3!*6%/%-4!%-!(%1$!,3!
/$*+#;#!!D$!*3$!%-!+#$!(%4#+!,3!+#$!/*3I-$..;#)!D$!*3$!$%+#$3!
5*(I%-4!%-!+#$!+37+#!,3!%-!$33,3;#*!D$!$%+#$3!#*9$!(,9$!1,3!+#$!
A*+#$3!,3!(,9$!1,3!+#$!D,3(/;#"!T3,1$..%-4!2#3%.+$-/,&!-$$/.!+,!
3$4*%-!+#$!*',.+,(%)!'$3.'$)+%9$;!!!!!!!!!!
!
K!+#%-I!+#$!1,((,5%-4!?7,+$!)*'+73$.!+#$!.%4-%1%)*-)$!,1!+#$!8(%-$!,1!
/$&*3)*+%,-:!%-#$3$-+!%-!U,#-P.!),&&*-/!8b,!-,+!(,9$!+#$!
5,3(/:V!!
“This makes it clear why a believer cannot love the world. To love is to 
be emotionally invested in something…. We cannot be totally 
emotionally invested in two contradictory directions. We chose either 
God and His values or the world and its values. The natural human 
desire to be accepted and to “fit in” will not find these verses comfortable 
ones. The Christian will always live in tension with the world, 
suspicious of, if not rejecting, much of the product of human culture. 
The countercultural lifestyle of the Christian invites rejection, for 
living by different values suggests that the values of one’s neighbors are 
inadequate. The tension is there. The pain is real. We cannot have it 
both ways. We cannot love both God and the world.”55  

 
50 1 John 2:19 
51 1 John 3:14 
52 1 John 2:9 
53 1 John 4:6 
54 1 John 2:15 
55 The Hard Sayings of the Bible, 1 John, Peter H. Davids  
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Materialism 
!
E$33%*&!D$6.+$3!/$1%-$.!8E*+$3%*(%.&:!%-!+#%.!5*0V!!
“A preoccupation with or stress upon material rather than intellectual 
or spiritual things.” In biblical terms, QE*+$3%*(%.&Q!5,7(/!6$!
/$.)3%6$/!*.V!"#$!/$.%3$!,1!+#$!$0$.!1,3!%-)3$*.%-4!&*+$3%*(!
',..$..%,-.@!&,+%9*+$/!60!*!(,9$!*-/!+37.+!%-!*))7&7(*+$/!

5$*(+#@!*-/!+#$!"pride of life"!5#%)#!1,((,5.!+#,.$!/$.%3$.!6$%-4!

.*+%.1%$/;#$!O%I$!*((!.,)%*(!%((.@!E*+$3%*(%.&!'$39*/$.!+#$!.,)%*(@!
',(%+%)*(@!*-/!$),-,&%)!.0.+$&.!,1!*!-*+%,-;!K-!,+#$3!5,3/.@!%+!
6$),&$.!8)7(+73*(:;!C7+!%+!%.!-,+!8.0.+$&%):!%-!,3%4%-!F!%+!6$4%-.!%-!
+#$!%-/%9%/7*(!#$*3+.!,1!+#,.$!5#,!),(($)+%9$(0!&*I$!7'!*!-*+%,-;#%!!!!
 
K!+#%-I!%+!*-!*))73*+$!*..$..&$-+!+,!.*0!+#*+!5$!#*9$!.$$-!9$30!
(%++($!.*)3%1%)%*(!(%9%-4!1,3!+#$!2*7.$!,1!2#3%.+!%-!3$)$-+!4$-$3*+%,-.;!
K-.+$*/@!5$!.$$!0,7-4!'$,'($#&!>!%-)(7/%-4!0,7-4!'$,'($!5#,!
%/$-+%10!*.!2#3%.+%*-.!>!7'!+,!+#$%3!#%'.!%-!E*+$3%*(%.&;!O%I$!5*/%-4!
+#3,74#!?7%)I.*-/@!%+!%.!#%-/$3%-4!+#$%3!5*(I!5%+#!+#$!O,3/;!K!I-,5!
.,&$!0,7-4!'$,'($!5#,!5,7(/!6$!(*6$($/!*.!Q4,,/!2#3%.+%*-.:;!

 
56 Cf. Matthew 6:24; 1 Timothy 6:17; 1 John 2:15-16 
57 A Biblical worldview does not totally reject the reality of “systemic” problems. But it puts 
forth the more foundational reality that human systems are made by humans and are made up of 
humans. Therefore, any worthwhile change must begin with spiritual regeneration of individuals. 
Solely “systemic” solutions are political illusions. 
58 And older people as well. 
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C7+!2#3%.+%*-%+0!%.!&7)#!&,3$!+#*-!&,3*(%+0;!L-/!81,((,5%-4!U$.7.:!
3$?7%3$.!&7)#!&,3$!+#*-!(%9%-4!*!&,3*(!(%1$;!"#$!2#3%.+%*-!
5%+-$..!,1!+#$!0,7-4$3!4$-$3*+%,-.#'!#*.!1*%($/!+,!*//3$..!+#$!

8E*+$3%*(%.&:!,1!+#$!D$.+$3-!)7(+73$;!!

!
B,5$9$3@!/73%-4!+#$!U$.7.!T$,'($!E,9$&$-+$(!,1!+#$!if.!m!jf.!
8E*+$3%*(%.&:!DL=!Lbb[S==Sb!>!%-!*!),7-+$3>)7(+73*(!5*0;!L-/!
5$!/%/!.$$!*!1*%3!*&,7-+!,1!81,3.*I%-4!*((!+,!1,((,5!U$.7.:@!5#%)#!
3$.7(+$/!%-!.*)3%1%)%*(!(%9%-4!1,3!<,/;!K!*)+7*((0!#*9$-P+!#$*3/!%+!*+!*((!
3$)$-+(0@!67+!K!7.$/!+,!.,&$+%&$.!#$*3!%+!.*%/@!“Some people are so 

heavenly minded that they are of no earthly good.”61!E0!3$.',-.$!
5,7(/!6$V!“I haven’t seen one of those people in about forty years!” 

T($*.$!/,-P+!&%.7-/$3.+*-/!&$@!K!*&!RZ"!.%&'(0!),&'*3%-4!
4$-$3*+%,-.;!"#$!L&$3%)*-!0,7-4!'$,'($!,1!+#$!if.!m!jf.!5$3$!
)$3+*%-(0!-,!($..!=$(1>2$-+$3$/;!L(.,@!K!*&!-,+!*/9,)*+%-4!*!83$>
$-*)+&$-+:!,1!+#$!U$.7.!T$,'($!E,9$&$-+!F!<,/!#*.!&,9$/!,-;!

 
59 And the older generations as well.  
60 Suggested Reading & Viewing: “The Jesus People Movement”, Richard A. Bustraan. “The 
Jesus Movement Revisited”, Brian Zahnd https://brianzahnd.com/2020/10/the-jesus-movement-
revisted/?fbclid=IwAR3u_CgYx_M3vAXYHBQR4FiiFq3h1ns1GOp_OC6Qv4RNPNw7FeYbO
sAVMlA . “The Jesus Movement: 40 Years Later” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEhsyDtlqlg  
61 Oliver Wendell Holmes is attributed with the quote “Some people are so heavenly minded that 
they are of no earthly good.” The same sentiment found its way into a song by Johnny Cash: 
“You’re shinin’ your light, and shine it you should. But you’re so heavenly minded you’re no 
earthly good” (“No Earthly Good,” from The Rambler, 1977). For a biblical response to Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, I would recommend the following article: 
https://www.gotquestions.org/heavenly-minded-earthly-good.html   
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C7+!5$!-$$/!+,!+*I$!#,(/!,1!*-/!.$39$!“the purpose of God in 

(our) generation”.!XL)+.!e`V`iY!D#*+!K!5,7(/!(%I$!+,!),-.%/$3!#$3$!
%.!+#*+!5#%)#!5*.!.%&%(*3!*-/!+#*+!5#%)#!5*.!/%11$3$-+!%-!+#$!
.'%3%+7*(!)(%&*+$.!,1!+#$!if.!m!jf.!*-/!+,/*0;!2,7-+($..!+%&$.!
,9$3!+#$!'*.+!ag!0$*3.!K!#*9$!3$1($)+$/!,-!5#*+!%+!5*.!+#*+!4*9$!
6%3+#!+,!.7)#!*-!$N'$3%$-+%*(!9%.%+*+%,-!,1!<,/!5#%)#!5$!#*9$!-,+!
.$$-!.%-)$;$)!D#*+!5$3$!+#%-4.!(%I$!5#$-!<,/!/$)%/$/!+,!%-+$337'+!
+#$!67.%-$..!*.!7.7*(!%-!,73!.,)%$+0!*-/!)*'+%9*+$!+#$!#$*3+.!*-/!
&%-/.!,1!*!(*34$!-7&6$3!,1!0,7-4!'$,'($k!!
!
D#*+!5*.!/%11$3$-+!%.!+#%.V!"#$!.,)%*(!/0-*&%).!5#%)#!+,7)#$/!+#$!
(%9$.!,1!&*-0!0,7-4!'$,'($!%-!+#$!if.!m!jf.!TW=BSb!"BSE!
Z]S[!"BS!OKRS;!E*-0!6$)*&$!&,+%9*+$/!+,!1,3.*I$!*((!+,!1,((,5!
=ZES"BKR<!Z"BS[!"BLR!"BSK[!ZDR!=SOA>2SR"S[Sb!
EL"S[KLOK="K2!LECK"KZR=!KR!OKAS;!D#*+!5$3$!+#,.$!
+#%-4.k$*!"#$.$!+#%-4.!*3$!+#$!OS<L2\!,1!+#*+!&,9$!,1!+#$!='%3%+H!

 
62 Moves of God are sovereign. We cannot make revival happen. What people call "revivals" in 
the past 40 years are nothing but marketing events of the Christian industry. There was no such 
thing in the 70s. I think other examples of God-ordained revivals would be “The Great 
Awakening” (1740), “The Welsh Revival” (1904), and “The Latter Rain Movement” (1948). It 
must be noted, however, that even with God-ordained moves of the Spirit, there seems to always 
develop a mixture of Holy Spirit, demonic spirits and fleshly activities. There is a spiritual 
“tension” one must adopt: “Do not believe every spirit”; but also “Do not despise prophesyings.” 
We must discern, judge and separate “the holy from the common”. (Leviticus 10:10; Ezekiel 
22:26; 42:20; 44:23) 
63 Some of the following is based on a video entitled, "The Jesus Movement: 40 Years Later" 
(2013) ... The reflections of 4 seminary professors who had their Christian beginnings in the 
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67+!+#$0!*3$!*(.,!%+.!SOSESR"=;!L.!.7)#@!%+!),7(/!#*''$-!*4*%-;!
"#$!+%/$!#*.!4,-$!,7+!>!67+!%+!5%((!),&$!6*)I!%-;!"#$!),-/%+%,-!,1!
+#$!-*+%,-P.!.,)%$+0!*-/!)7(+73$V!

§ W-.+*6($!+%&$.!*-/!+%&$.!,1!7'#$*9*(!
§ \,7-4!'$,'($!.$*3)#%-4!1,3!&$*-%-4!6$0,-/!E*+$3%*(%.&!!
§ O*34$!-7&6$3.!,1!7-)#73)#$/@!.I$'+%)*(@!*+#$%.+%)!'$,'($!

"#$!5%+-$..!,1!+#$!&%..%,-*3%$.!X-,+!+#$!'3,1$..%-4!2#73)#YV!
§ 2B[K="!DL=!T[S=SR"Sb!LRb!TS[2SK]Sb!L=!L!
[S]ZOW"KZRL[\!

§ 2B[K="KLRK"\!DL=!T[S=SR"Sb!LRb!TS[2SK]Sb!L=!
2ZWR"S[>2WO"W[LO!

"#$!%&&$/%*+$!.'%3%+7*(!137%+V!
§ L-!$N'$3%$-+%*(!'3$.$-)$!,1!<,/!!
§ B,(0!='%3%+!3$>6%3+#!
§ L!.$-.$!,1!6$%-4!($/!60!+#$!='%3%+!!
§ L!43$*+!#7-4$3!+,!.+7/0!+#$!C%6($!
§ Z3%4%-*(!.,-4.!,1!+$.+%&,-0!m!.#,3+!.)3%'+73$!)#,37.$.!.7-4!
%-!),11$$!#,7.$.!

§ S9*-4$(%.+%)!,7+3$*)#!X+#*+!%.@!,7+.%/$!+#$!)#73)#!67%(/%-4Y!
!

 
Jesus Movement of the 70s, and who are STILL "Jesus Freaks" at heart. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IW1dESsLpBA  
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O*34$!-7&6$3.!,1!0,7-4!'$,'($@!*(6$%+!)$3+*%-(0!-,+!*((@!Q/$)%/$/!
+,!1,((,5!U$.7.QH!*-/!1,3!&*-0@!+#%.!&$*-+!81,3.*I%-4!*((:;!T,.+>
DD^!E*+$3%*(%.&!)$3+*%-(0!$N%.+$/!%-!+#$!gf.;!C7+!.,&$#,5@!60!
+#$!if.!m!jf.@!%+!#*/!+73-$/!.,73@!6$),&%-4!-,+!,-(0!7-.*+%.10%-4@!
67+!*(.,!/%.+*.+$17(!+,!&*-0!0,7-4!'$,'($;$"!"#*+!=BZWOb!BL]S!
#*''$-$/!*4*%-!%-!+#%.!4$-$3*+%,-!>!67+!%+!#*.-o+!F!*+!($*.+@!-,+!0$+;!
"#$!O,3/!5%((!6$!*+!5,3I!%-!*((!+#%-4.!1,3!B%.!'73',.$.!X[,&*-.!
hV^h>^_Y!E*06$!5$!5%((!.$$!*-,+#$3!U$.7.!T$,'($!E,9$&$-+;!!
!

 
 

 
 

 
64 I really can only speak for myself, but I have the same impression of most of my friends back 
in the 70s – I can honestly say, my life goals were NOT about having a good paying job, a 
comfortable life in the suburbs, financial security, material possessions, etc. – the desires of that 
generation were literally the opposite of those associated with Materialism. I think that may be 
very difficult for young people today to believe or understand. 
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The Way of the Cross 
The Path to God-Centeredness 

!
K-!+#$!1%3.+!)#*'+$3!,1!T*7(P.!($++$3!+,!+#$!2#73)#!%-!2,(,..*$@!K!
6$(%$9$!#$!$.+*6(%.#$.!*!1,7-/*+%,-!1,3!*!<,/>2$-+$3$/@!3*+#$3!
+#*-!*!E*->2$-+$3$/!'#%(,.,'#0!,1!&%-%.+30!F!*-!*''3,*)#!+,!
&%-%.+30!5#$3$!+#$!2#73)#!1,)7.$.!,-!(,9%-4!*-/!&%-%.+$3%-4!
1%3.+(0!+,!+#$!O,3/!3*+#$3!+#*-!+,!%+.$(1H!*-/!+#$!O,3/@!D#,!%.!(,9$@!
%-!+73-!&%-%.+$3.!+,!+#$!'$,'($@!6,+#!.,9$3$%4-(0@!*.!5$((!*.@!
+#3,74#!,-$!*-,+#$3;!!U;C;!T#%((%'.!+3*-.(*+$.!2,(,..%*-.!eV_!%-!
+#%.!5*0V!“We are asking God that you may see things, as it were, 
from His point of view by being given spiritual insight and 
understanding.”  R,5!(,,I!*+!9$3.$.!ej!*-/!ehV “He is before all 
things, and in Him all things hold together.  He is also the Head 
of the body, the Church; and He is the Beginning, the Firstborn 
from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place 
(or “the preeminence”65) in everything.” "#$!<3$$I!5,3/@!
'3,+$7,@!&$*-.!+,!6$!4%9$-!1%3.+!'(*)$!%-!3*-I!*-/!%-1(7$-)$;!“He 

is before all things…” "#$!<3$$I!5,3/@!'3,@!&$*-.!+#*+!B$!%.!
*6,9$@!.7'$3%,3!%-!*((!+#%-4.;$$!!!

 
65 New King James Version 
66 The verse goes on to say: “In Him all things hold together.” The Greek word, sunistano, 
means are held together, are sustained.  When is it that a marriage, a relationship, a church do 
not hold together?  When we do not allow Christ to be the Head – when we do not give Him 
first place or the preeminence.!!
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T($*.$!/,-P+!&%.7-/$3.+*-/!&$!F!%-!*/9,)*+%-4!*!)#*-4$!13,&!
E*->2$-+$3$/-$..!+,!<,/>2$-+$3$/-$..@!K!*&!-,+!.*0%-4!+#*+!
&%-%.+$3%-4!+,!+#$!&*-0!-$$/.!,1!'$,'($!%.!53,-4;!!D#*+!%.!53,-4@!
13,&!*!C%6(%)*(!'$3.'$)+%9$@!%.!+#*+!5#$-!&%-%.+30!+,!'$,'($!),&$.!
6$1,3$!&%-%.+30!+,!<,/@!5#$-!+#$!4,*(!,1!6$%-4!#$(/!+,4$+#$3!5%+#!
,-$!*-,+#$3!),&$.!6$1,3$!6$%-4!#$(/!+,4$+#$3!5%+#!<,/@!*-/!
5#$-!+#$!/$.%3$.!,1!'$,'($!,))7'0!1%3.+!'(*)$!,-!+#$!*4$-/*@!
5#$-!%+!%.!+#$!O,3/!D#,!.#,7(/!#*9$!+#$!'3$$&%-$-)$@!+#$-!
+#%-4.!*3$!-,+!&$3$(0!8,7+!,1!,3/$3:@!67+!5$!#*9$!*!'$,'($!5#,!
4%9$!(%'!.$39%)$!3*+#$3!+#*-!+#$%3!#$*3+.!+,!<,/$%@!“having (an 
outward) form of godliness, but have denied the (inward) power”!
X5#%)#!5,7(/!&*I$!+#$!4,/(%-$..!*!3$*(%+0Y;$&!!!!!
!
K!/,!+#%-I!+#%.!)#*3*)+$3%M$.!+#$!'3,1$..%-4!2#73)#H!*-/!+#,.$!5#,!
($*/!%+!*3$!1*3!13,&!6$%-4!$N$&'+;!!Z73!$..$-+%*(!.'%3%+7*(!-$$/!%.!*!
2BLR<S!13,&!*!=$(1>2$-+$3$/!+,!*!<,/>2$-+$3$/!',%-+!,1!9%$5;!
"#%.!2BLR<S!%.!*!'3,)$..$'@!67+!%+!#*.!*!/$1%-%+$!6$4%--%-4;!L-/!
+#$!6$4%--%-4!%.!+#$,(,4%)*((0!3$1$33$/!+,!*.!3$'$-+*-)$;!!"#$!
<3$$I!5,3/!+3*-.(*+$/!3$'$-+*-)$!%.V!&$+*-,$,%(;!!K+!%.!*!

 
 
67 Isaiah 29:13; 48:1-2 
68 2 Timothy 3:5 
69 Justification, Sanctification, and Glorification 
70 Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible # 3340 and Vine’s Expository Dictionary of 
Biblical Words. 
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),&6%-*+%,-!,1!+5,!5,3/.V!&$+*@!5#%)#!&$*-.!+,!)#*-4$H!*-/!
-,$,@!5#%)#!&$*-.!+,!'$3)$%9$;!!!A7-/*&$-+*((0@!5$!-$$/!*!
)#*-4$!,1!'$3)$'+%,-!F!5$!-$$/!+,!)#*-4$!,73!',%-+!,1!9%$5!F!
13,&!*!=$(1>2$-+$3$/!+,!*!<,/>2$-+$3$/!',%-+!,1!9%$5;!!L-/!The 

Way of the Cross #*.!6$$-!'3,9%/$/!60!<,/!+,!*)),&'(%.#!+#%.!

5,3I!%-!1*(($-!#7&*-%+0;!
!
What do we mean by “The Cross”?!
 

C7+!5#*+!$N*)+(0!/,!5$!&$*-!60!8"#$!23,..:k!!"#$!1%3.+!&$-+%,-!
,1!8+#$!)3,..:!%-!+#$!C%6($!%.!.',I$-!60!U$.7.!B%&.$(1V!
“And He said to all, If any person wills to come after Me, let him 
deny himself [disown himself, forget, lose sight of himself and 
his own interests, refuse and give up himself] and take up his 
cross daily and follow Me cleave steadfastly to Me, conform 
wholly to My example in living and, if need be, in dying also].”71 
!
U$.7.!%.!“the Author and Perfecter of faith”72!*-/!B$!/$1%-$/!8+#$!
)3,..:!%-!+$3&.!,1!8/$-0%-4!.$(1:;!!L)),3/%-4!+,!U$.7.@!*!.$),-/!
*.'$)+!,1!+#$!/$1%-%+%,-!,1!8+#$!)3,..:!%.!+#*+!%+!%.!81,3!+#$!4(,30!,1!
+#$!A*+#$3:;!!K-!B%.!'3*0$3!+,!+#$!A*+#$3!c7.+!6$1,3$!B%.!*33$.+!*-/!

 
71 Luke 9:23 The Amplified Bible 
72 Hebrews 12:2 
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)37)%1%N%,-@!U$.7.!.*%/V!“Now My soul has become troubled; and 
what shall I say, 'Father, save Me from this hour'? But for this 
purpose, I came to this hour.  Father, glorify Your name " Then a 
voice came out of heaven: "I have both glorified it, and will 
glorify it again."73  
! !
Z-$!%-.%/%,7.!/*-4$3!*..,)%*+$/!5%+#!/$.%3%-4!+,!5*(I!The Way 

of the Cross!%.!1*((%-4!%-+,!+#$!+3*'!,1!+*I%-4!'3%/$!%-!,73!.$(1>

/$-%*(;!!"#%.!/,$.!-,+!4(,3%10!+#$!A*+#$3@!67+!%-.+$*/@!%3,-%)*((0@!
($*/.!+,!.$(1>4(,3%1%)*+%,-;!!"#%.!+0'$!,1!.'%3%+7*(!'3%/$!%.!%-!/%3$)+!
),-+3*/%)+%,-!+,!The Way of the Cross;!!!

! !
L!+#%3/!*.'$)+!,1!+#$!/$1%-%+%,-!,1!8+#$!23,..:!%.!+#*+!%+!%.!8/*%(0:@!*.!
U$.7.!.*%/!+#*+!5$!5$3$!+,!8+*I$!7'!,73!)3,..!/*%(0!*-/!1,((,5!
B%&:;!!"#*+!%.@!The Way of the Cross!%.!-,+!.,&$!I%-/!,1!.%-4($!

.'$)%*(!*)+!,1!.'$)+*)7(*3!.*)3%1%)$!5#%)#!&*0!$9$-!63%-4!-,+,3%$+0!
*-/!','7(*3%+0H!67+!3*+#$3@!The Way of the Cross!%.!*!/*%(0!

(%1$.+0($!,1!.$(1>/$-%*(!F!7.7*((0!%-!5*0.!+#*+!&*0!4,!+,+*((0!
7--,+%)$/!$N)$'+!60!<,/;!!!!!!

 
73 John 12:27-28 
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D$!-$$/!+,!&*I$!*!/%.+%-)+%,-!6$+5$$-!+#$!8D,3I!,1!+#$!23,..:!
*-/!+#$!8D*0!,1!+#$!23,..:%"V!"#$!8D,3I!,1!+#$!23,..:!%.!2#3%.+P.!
.*)3%1%)%*(!5,3I!,-!+#$!23,..!*.!“the Lamb of God Who takes 

away the sins of the World”.75  "#$!&$..*4$!,1!+#$!8D,3I:!,1!+#$!
23,..!%.!/%3$)+$/!+,!+#$!7-),-9$3+$/!F!+#$!“old man”.76!!"#$!8D*0!
,1!+#$!23,..:!%.!2#3%.+P.!$N*&'($!5#%)#!B$!4*9$!+,!+#$!“new 

man”%%!F!-*&$(0@!+#,.$!5#,!“come after Him…and follow Him,78  
who “cleave steadfastly to Him, and conform wholly to His 
example”,79!5#,!“take the same road with Him that He takes as a 
habit of life”.80      
!
A Summary 
!
Z73!+#$&$@!5#%)#!%.!&7)#!&,3$!/$9$(,'$/!%-!&0!*3+%)($@!The 

God-Centered Life %.!+#%.V!=$(1>2$-+$3$/-$..!%.!+#$!3$.7(+%-4!

#7&*-!),-/%+%,-!13,&!+#$!A*((;!<,/P.!&$+#,/!,1!3$)+%1%)*+%,-!%.!+#$!
D,3I!,1!+#$!23,..!,1!2#3%.+!*-/!The Way of the Cross!%-!,73!

 
74 We can understand the soteriology (theology of salvation) this way: Jesus’ “WORK of the 
Cross” accomplishes Justification; and the Holy Spirit’s “Way of the Cross” accomplishes 
Sanctification. 
75 John 1:29 
76 Romans 6:6; Ephesians 4:22; Colossians 3:9  
77 Ephesians 2:15, 4:24; Colossians 3:10 
78 Luke 9:23 New American Standard Bible    
79 Luke 9:23 The Amplified Bible 
80 Luke 9:23 The Wuest Expanded Translation 
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(%9$.;!"#$!8*((:!3$1$3$-)$/!#$3$!%.!+#*+!5#%)#!5$!',..$..!*-/!
'3$.$39$!1,3!,73!8.$(9$.:;&!!The Way of the Cross!F!5#%)#!%.!+#$!

5*0!,1!.$(1>/$-%*(!*-/!.$(1>.*)3%1%)$!>!/%.'(*)$.!+#$!8*((:!*-/!
3$%-.+*+$.!<,/!%-!"BS!2SR"S[!,1!,73!(%9$.!.,!+#*+!
S]S[\"BKR<!%-!,73!(%9$.!3$9,(9$.!*3,7-/!B%&;!K!7.$!+#$!5,3/!
83$%-.+*+$.:@!6$)*7.$!<,/P.!%-+$-+%,-!%-!)3$*+%,-!%.!+#*+@!+#3,74#!
2#3%.+@!KR!S]S[\"BKR<!B$!5,7(/!#*9$!"BS!T[SSEKRSR2S!
*-/!6$!"BS!2SR"S[!,1!,73!(%9$.;&)!!
!
"#%.!'3,)$..!+*I$.!'(*)$!%-!*-!%-%+%*(!8)3%.%.!$N'$3%$-)$:@!5#%)#!5$!
)*((!8),-9$3.%,-:!*-/G,3!8.733$-/$3:H&*!*-/!),-+%-7$.!+#3,74#,7+!
,73!(%9$.!+#3,74#!,+#$3!8)3%.$.!$N'$3%$-)$.:!*-/!),-+%-7$/!
.733$-/$3%-4V!L.!5$!1,((,5!U$.7.@!+#$!B,(0!='%3%+!5%((!8%-9%+$:!7.!+,!
9,(7-+*3%(0!$-+$3!%-+,!)%3)7&.+*-)$.!*-/!.%+7*+%,-.!X1,3!$N*&'($@!
*-.5$3%-4!*!)*((!+,!*!1,3$%4-!&%..%,-!1%$(/Y!F!,3!*((,5.!
)%3)7&.+*-)$.!*-/!.%+7*+%,-.!+,!),&$!7',-!7.!X1,3!$N*&'($@!*-0!
+0'$!,1!(,..!5#%)#!(%1$!&*0!63%-4!,73!5*0Y!F!%-!5#%)#!5$!&7.+!
3$.',-/!',.%+%9$(0!,3!-$4*+%9$(0;!XK-!The Way of the Cross@!,73!

3$.',-.$!%.!*(5*0.!,73!13$$>5%((!)#,%)$;Y!"#$.$!*3$!8)3%.$.!

 
81 The idea that we ACTUALLY possess and preserve anything is an illusion which is exposed at 
some point during our life or at the time of death. 
82 Colossians 1:15-19 
83 In the context of “repentance”, as we have defined it. 
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$N'$3%$-)$.:!%-!5#%)#!5$!*3$!),-13,-+$/!5%+#!+#$!)#,%)$!,1!

5#$+#$3!5$!5%((!1,3.*I$!F!“consider”, “calculate the cost”, 

“sell”, “hate”, “give up”, “leave” – “all”!*-/!),-+%-7$!+,!1,((,5!
U$.7.!,-!B%.!'*+#!,1!/%.)%'($.#%';!!!!
!
"#$!'3,)$..!,1!+#$.$!,->4,%-4!8)3%.%.!$N'$3%$-)$.:!%-!+#$!(%1$!,1!*!
/%.)%'($!%.!)*(($/!8.'%3%+7*(!43,5+#!*-/!1,3&*+%,-:!*-/G,3!
8.*-)+%1%)*+%,-:;!82,-.$)3*+%,-:!%.!0$+!*-,+#$3!+$3&!5#%)#!5$!7.$!
+,!/$.)3%6$!+#%.!'3,)$..;!C7+!+#$!(%+$3*(!&$*-%-4!,1!+#$!<3$$I!5,3/!
%.!6$%-4!=STL[L"Sb!LRb!=S"!LTL["!"Z!<Zb;&"!R,5@!+#%.!*)+!
,1!8.$'*3*+%,-:!*-/!8.$++%-4!*'*3+:!%.!KRK"KL"Sb!60!<,/!F!%+!%.!*!
5,3I!,1!<,/;&#!C7+!+#$!.)3%'+73$.!*(.,!.'$*I!,1!+#$!-$$/!1,3!7.!+,!
ELKR"LKR!+#$!',.%+%,-*(!+37+#!,1!+#%.!),-/%+%,-!5%+#!$N'$3%$-+%*(!
+37+#&$!60!'73.7%-4!#,(%-$..&%;!=,@!+#$!%..7$!*+!#*-/!%.!+#%.V!D#*+!
*3$!5$!4%9%-4!,73!8.$(9$.:!,9$3!+,!F!<,/@!,3!+#$!8*((:!B$!)*((.!7.!

+,!1,3.*I$k!

!

 

 
84 Greek: hagiasmos, Strong’s # 38, Cf. Vines Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words 
85 Ephesians 1:13; 4:30; 5:26 
86 Galatians 1:16; Ephesians 4:22-24; Colossians 3:8-10 
87 Romans 6:22; Hebrews 12:14. Again, the root meaning of “holiness” is being “separated” or 
”set apart” as being owned by and belonging to God. 
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“Meeting God’s Needs” 
His Eternal Plans & Purposes  

!
Eternal 
!
L!/$1%-%-4!*++3%67+$!,1!<,/!%.!+#*+!B$!%.!S+$3-*(;&&!L!?7%-+$..$-+%*(!
)#*3*)+$3%.+%)!,1!*-0+#%-4!,1!<,/!%.!%+.!$+$3-*(!)#*3*)+$3%.+%);!A,3!
$N*&'($@!<,/!B%&.$(1@!B%.!5,3/@!B%.!.*(9*+%,-@!*-/!B%.!
3%4#+$,7.-$..!“will never pass away”@!67+!“will endure 

forever”.89!L-/!+#$!4(,30'(!+#*+!U$.7.!3$1$33$/!+,!*.!#*9%-4!5%+#!
+#$!A*+#$3!F!5#*+$9$3!+#*+!%.!F!%+!%.!$+$3-*(@!1,3!U$.7.!.',I$!,1!%+!
*.!#*9%-4!6$$-!+#$3$!13,&!$+$3-%+0!'*.+!*-/!5%((!6$!+#$3$!1,3!
$+$3-%+0!17+73$;'!!"BL"!%.!+#$!<,/!5$!#*9$!$-+$3$/!%-+,!
3$(*+%,-.#%'!5%+#;!L-/!"BL"!%.!+#$!<,/!5$!&7.+!($*3-!+,!),>(*6,3!
5%+#');!"#$!%..7$.!*3$V!D#*+!%.!<,/!/,%-4k!L-/!5#*+!*3$!5$!
/,%-4k!L3$!5$!5,3I%-4!DK"B!<,/!%-!B%.!$+$3-*(!'(*-.!*-/!
'73',.$.k!Z3!p!!

L3$!5$!5,3I%-4!,-!+#%-4.!5#%)#!*3$!&$3$(0!+$&',3*(k!

 
88 Everlasting – no beginning and no end. Romans 1:20; Cf. Genesis 1:1; Exodus 3:14; Psalm 
90:2; John 1:1, 8:58 
89 Isaiah 40:8, 51:6; Psalm 119:152; Matthew 24:35; Luke 21:33 
90 I understand glory of God to be the expression of who He is – the radiance or out-showing of 
His nature, character, and attributes. See my article Some Thoughts on the Glory of God. 
91 Cf. John 17:24 
92 1 Corinthians 3:9; 2 Corinthians 6:1; Cf. Mark 16:20 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
https://www.atchriststable.org/ebooks/theologically-oriented-ebooks/glory-of-god-some-thoughts-on/


__________________________________________ 
“Forsaking All to Follow Jesus” 

WD Furioso ~ At Christ’s Table ~ ACTpublications (2021) ~ https://www.AtChristsTable.org  

50 

K-!S))($.%*.+$.!`Vee!=,(,&,-!53,+$V!“He has made everything 
appropriate in its time. He has also set eternity in their heart, yet 
so that man will not find out the work which God has done from 
the beginning even to the end.”!!K!6$(%$9$!5$!)*-!7-/$3.+*-/!
=,(,&,-!+,!6$!.*0%-4!.,&$+#%-4!(%I$!+#%.V!“It seems like there is a 
purpose to creation93, and although Man cannot totally understand it 
now, God has created him such that it is his very nature to want to 
know and understand God’s eternal plans and purposes in 
creation.”!!"#$!L&'(%1%$/!C%6($!.*0.!%+!+#%.!5*0V!“He also has 
planted eternity in men's hearts and minds [a divinely implanted 
sense of a purpose working through the ages which nothing 
under the sun but God alone can satisfy]….”!!"#$!\,7-4P.!O%+$3*(!
"3*-.(*+%,-!*)+7*((0!,11$3.!*!#,'$!1,3!.,&$!8.*+%.1*)+%,-:@!*.!%+!
5$3$@!$9$-!/73%-4!,73!+%&$!,-!$*3+#;!!K+!3$*/.!(%I$!+#%.V!”…  that 
knowledge He hath put in their heart without which man findeth 
not out the work that God hath done from the beginning even 
unto the end.”!K!6$(%$9$!+#*+!<,/!5*-+.!7.!+,!7-/$3.+*-/!B%.!
S+$3-*(!T(*-.!*-/!T73',.$.!%-!23$*+%,-;'"!K!6$(%$9$!+#%.!.%&'(0!
6$)*7.$!B$!#*.!3$9$*($/!%+!%-!+#$!=)3%'+73$V!!K-!S'#$.%*-.!eVa>g@!
T*7(!.+*+$.V!“Even before the world was made, God had already 
chosen us to be his through our union with Christ, so that we 
would be holy and without fault before him. Because of his love 

 
93 See the preceding verses 1-10 in Ecclesiastes 3.  
94 I believe God wants us to know “what” His plans and purposes are, though we may not know 
“how” He will accomplish His plans and purposes. Shortly, I’ll address this difference between 
“what” and “how’. 
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God had already decided that through Jesus Christ, he would 
make us his children—this was his pleasure and purpose.”95 
D$P((!3$+73-!+,!+#%.!'*..*4$!.#,3+(0;!!!
!
Seeing from God’s Point of View 
!
C7+!+#$!'#3*.$!“before the world was made”!%-/%)*+$.!+,!7.!+#*+!
%-!,3/$3!+,!'3,'$3(0!7-/$3.+*-/!<,/P.!S+$3-*(!T(*-.!*-/!T73',.$.!
%-!23$*+%,-@!5$!&7.+!.$$!13,&!+#$!/%9%-$!'$3.'$)+%9$!F!5$!&7.+!
=$$!13,&!<,/P.!T,%-+!,1!]%$5!F!+#*+!%.@!13,&!*-!$+$3-*(!
'$3.'$)+%9$;!"#$3$1,3$@!%-!,3/$3!+,!*//3$..!+#$!+,'%)!,1!8B%.!
S+$3-*(!T(*-.!*-/!T73',.$.:@!5$!-$$/!+,!%-9$.+%4*+$!<,/P.!
%-+$-+%,-!F!B%.!'(*-.!*-/!'73',.$.!%-!23$*+%,-;!!L-/!%-!,3/$3!+,!
'3,'$3(0!7-/$3.+*-/!+#%.@!5$!-$$/!+,!=$$!"#%-4.!13,&!<,/P.!T,%-+!
,1!]%$5;!!L-/!%-!,3/$3!+,!#*9$!<,/P.!T,%-+!,1!]%$5@!5$!-$$/!+,!
*/,'+!B%.!$+$3-*(!'$3.'$)+%9$;!!!
!
K!/,-P+!+#%-I!%+!.#,7(/!6$!/%11%)7(+!1,3!7.!+,!*)I-,5($/4$!+#*+!5$!*((!
+$-/!+,!6$!&,3$!E*->2$-+$3$/!+#*-!<,/>2$-+$3$/@!.$$!+#%-4.!
13,&!*!.$(1>)$-+$3$/!',%-+!,1!9%$5!3*+#$3!+#*-!13,&!<,/P.!',%-+!,1!
9%$5@!*-/!4%9$!&7)#!&,3$!+#,74#+!+,!+#$!*11*%3.!,1!+#%.!(%1$!+#*-!
$+$3-%+0;!"#$.$!+#%-4.!#%-/$3!7.!13,&!+37(0!),>(*6,3%-4!5%+#!+#$!

 
95 Good News Translation 
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O,3/;!<,/P.!'$3.'$)+%9$!%.!*-!$+$3-*(!,-$;!!E*-P.!'$3.'$)+%9$!%.!
+$&',3*(;!!=)3%'+73$'$!+$((.!7.!+#*+!5#*+!5$!.$$!%.!8+$&',3*(:@!67+!
5#*+!5$!/,-P+!.$$!F!-*&$(0@!<,/!*-/!+#$!+#%-4.!,1!<,/!>!*3$!

8$+$3-*(:;!!8"$&',3*(:'%!&$*-.!$-/73%-4!1,3!*!5#%($@!1,3!*!.$*.,-;!!
K1!5$!5*-+!+,!I-,5!5#$3$!%+!*((!)*&$!13,&!*-/!5#$3$!%+!%.!*((!
4,%-4@!5$!-$$/!*-!$+$3-*(!'$3.'$)+%9$!F!-*&$(0@!*-!
7-/$3.+*-/%-4!,1!+#*+!5#%)#!5*.!%-!+#$!#$*3+!*-/!&%-/!,1!<,/!
CSAZ[S!)3$*+%,-!*-/!5%((!3$&*%-!LA"S[!+#$!$*3+#!'*..$.!

*5*0;'&!!!!!!!
!
L(,-4!5%+#!+#%.!$+$3-*(!'$3.'$)+%9$@!=$$%-4!13,&!<,/P.!T,%-+!,1!
]%$5!3$?7%3$.!,73!*43$$%-4!5%+#!*-/!.76&%++%-4!+,!<,/P.!
'$3.'$)+%9$!,-!+#%-4.;!!D$!&7.+!8.%+!5#$3$!<,/!%.!.%++%-4:@!*.!%+!
5$3$@!*-/!(,,I!,7+5*3/!*-/!8.$$!5#*+!<,/!%.!.$$%-4:@!%-!,3/$3!+,!
.$$!*-/!7-/$3.+*-/!+#%-4.!13,&!B%.!',%-+!,1!9%$5;!!"#%.!'7+.!<,/!
5#$3$!B$!3%4#+17((0!6$(,-4.!%-!,73!(%9$.!F!KR!"BS!2SR"S[;!!!!
U,6!*.I$/V!“Where then does wisdom come from? And where is 

this place of understanding?” (Job 28:20)!<,/P.!',%-+!,1!9%$5!,-!
+#%-4.!%.!4%9$-!+,!7.!60!<,/P.!='%3%+!%-!+#$!C%6($!X<,/P.!5,3/.Y;!K1!
5$!*43$$!5%+#!*-/!.76&%+!+,!*!6%6(%)*(!'$3.'$)+%9$!,-!+#%-4.@!5$!

 
96 I Corinthians 4:18 
97 (Greek) proskairos: Strong’s # 4340  
98 Matthew 24:35, Mark 13:31, Luke 21:33, II Peter 3:10-13 
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5%((!#*9$!*!<,/>2$-+$3$/!',%-+!,1!9%$5!*-/!-,+!*!E*->2$-+$3$/!
',%-+!,1!9%$5;!!"#%.!%.!*6.,(7+$(0!-$)$..*30!+,!7-/$3.+*-/!<,/!
*-/!B%.!S+$3-*(!T(*-.!*-/!T73',.$.@!%-!5#%)#!+#$3$!%.!*!'(*)$!1,3!
$*)#!,1!B%.!)#%(/3$-!*-/!%-)(7/$.!+#$%3!'$3.,-*(!(%9$.;!!D$!)*-!
+#$3$1,3$!*''3$)%*+$!T*7(P.!='%3%+>&,+%9*+$/!'3*0$3!1,3!+#$!2#73)#V!!

 
“We are asking God that you may see things,  

as it were, from His point of view 
by being given spiritual insight and understanding.”99 

  

“Working together with Him”100 
!
"#$!/$(%9$3*-)$!13,&!=$(1>2$-+$3$/-$..@!E*->2$-+$3$/>-$..@!
+#$!D,3(/!*-/!E*+$3%*(%.&!%.!)$3+*%-(0!<,/P.!.,9$3$%4-!5,3I!
+#3,74#!+#$!23,..!,1!2#3%.+H!0$+!%+!%-9,(9$.!,73!.733$-/$3!*-/!),>
,'$3*+%,-;!=,!#,5!)*-!5$!),,'$3*+$!5%+#!+#$!5,3I!,1!+#$!B,(0!
='%3%+k!!
!
A%3.+(0@!5$!&7.+!3$*(%M$!+#*+!81,((,5%-4!U$.7.:!#*.!*((!+,!/,!5%+#!
B%.!J%-4/,&!F!+#*+!%.@!.$$%-4!+#$!I%-4/,&@!$-+$3%-4!+#$!I%-4/,&@!
43,5%-4!%-!+#$!I%-4/,&@!5,3I%-4!%-!+#$!I%-4/,&@!6$*3%-4!137%+!%-!

 
99 Colossians 1:9 The New Testament in Modern English by J.B. Phillips 
100 1 Corinthians 3:9; 2 Corinthians 6:1 
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+#$!I%-4/,&@!*-/!3$&*%-%-4!1*%+#17(!%-!+#$!I%-4/,&!#$3$!,-!S*3+#!
7-+%(!U$.7.!3$+73-.;!X21;!O7I$!e_Vee>^iY!"#%.!%.!+#$!)*((%-4!*-/!
&%..%,-!,1!+#$!2#73)#;!=$$!+#$!),--$)+%,-!1,3!0,73.$(1!F!3$*/!
5#*+!*3$!)*(($/!+#$!T*3*6($.!,1!+#$!J%-4/,&!%-!E*++#$5!e`@!
'*3+%)7(*3(0!-,+%-4!+#$!+$3&!“disciple of the kingdom”!%-!9;!g^;!X21;!
O7I$!_Vgj>i^H!U,#-!`V`>hY!K!',%-+!+#%.!,7+!+,!.*0!+#*+!/%.)%'($.#%'!
%.!-,+!&$3$(0!(%9%-4!*!4,,/!&,3*(!(%1$!F!%+!%.!“SERVING THE 

PURPOSE OF GOD IN YOUR GENERATION”101!*-/!+#*+!
8'73',.$:!#*.!+,!/,!5%+#!B%.!S+$3-*(!T(*-.!m!T73',.$.!1,3!B%.!
J%-4/,&!*-/!B%.!2#73)#;!!
 

=$),-/(0@!5$!&7.+!7-/$3.+*-/!+#*+!*((!+#%-4.!'$3+*%-%-4!+,!B%.!
J%-4/,&@!*-/!60!$N+$-.%,-@!B%.!2#73)#!#*9$!+#$!S*3&*3I!,1!
S+$3-%+0;!!!
!
“Your name be honored as holy, Your kingdom come, Your will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.”102 
!
=,&$+#%-4!5#%)#!.)3%'+73$!%-1,3&.!7.!,1!*6,7+!+#$!J%-4/,&!,1!
<,/!%.!+#*+!%+!%.!*-!S+$3-*(!J%-4/,&;!"#$!53%+$3!,1!+#$!O$++$3!+,!
+#$!B$63$5.!/%.+%-47%.#$/!+#$!J%-4/,&!,1!<,/!13,&!+#$!+#%-4.!,1!

 
101 Acts 13:52 
102 Matthew 6:9b-10 Holman Christian Standard Bible 
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$*3+#!60!.*0%-4!)3$*+$/!+#%-4.!*3$!8.#*I*6($:!*-/!+$&',3*(@!
5#$3$*.!+#$!J%-4/,&!,1!<,/!%.!87-.#*I*6($:!*-/!$+$3-*(;!!!!!!!!!

X21;!B$63$5.!e^V^j>^hY!!!
!
C,+#!U,#-!*-/!T$+$3@!3$&%-/$/!7.!+#*+!+#%.!5,3(/!%.!“passing 

away” (1 John 2:17)@!*-/!,-!+#$!b*0!,1!+#$!O,3/@!+#%.!'3$.$-+!
5,3(/!5%((!6$!7++$3(0!/$.+3,0$/;!X^!T$+$3!`Vj>ef!(*Y;!=,@!%+!5,7(/!/,!
7.!5$((!+,!3$9%$5!+#$!-*+73$!,1!<,/P.!J%-4/,&!*-/!+#$!-*+73$!,1!
+#$!2#73)#!*-/!6$!3$&%-/$/!+#*+!<,/P.!S+$3-*(!T(*-.!*-/!
T73',.$.!*3$!-,+!(%&%+$/!+,!&$$+%-4!+#$!-$$/.!,1!'$,'($!%-!+#$%3!
'3$.$-+!(%9$.!#$3$!,-!+#%.!$*3+#V!!!
!

§ “My kingdom is not of this realm.” (John 18:36) 
 

§ “Our citizenship is in heaven ….” (Philippians 3:20) 
 

§ “The kingdom of God is not food and drink but 
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit”  

(Romans 14:17) 
 

§ “4 Coming to Him as to a living stone which has 
been rejected by people but is choice and precious in the 

 
103 I am not unaware of the interpretation of this being a “cleansing” rather than a “destroying” 
fire; but I find this interpretation based solely on a spurious translation of the word katakaio 
(Strong’s 2618) as meaning “discovered” rather than ‘destroyed”, and totally contradicts what is 
plainly communicated in the rest of the passage.  
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sight of God, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as 
a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices that are acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ…. 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that 
you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called 
you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”  

(1 Peter 2:5 & 9) 
 

§ “22 You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, 23 to 
the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are 
enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to 
the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, 
the mediator of a new covenant.” (Hebrews 12:22-24) 

!
T*7(!$N#,3+$/!7.!+,!“Look not at the things which are seen, but at 
the things which are not seen; BECAUSE the things which are 
seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are 
eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:18) "$&',3*(!+#%-4.!*3$!.$$-;!S+$3-*(!
+#%-4.!*3$!-,+!.$$-;!D#$-!*.I$/!*6,7+!B%.!I%-4/,&!U$.7.!.*%/!
%+!“is not of this realm” (John 18:36)H!*-/!+#*+!%+!“could not be 

seen” (Luke 17:20-23). "#%.!%.!6$)*7.$!B%.!J%-4/,&!%.!$+$3-*(;!("!
O%I$!B%.!J%-4/,&@!<,/P.!'(*-.!*-/!'73',.$.!%-!*-/!+#3,74#!+#$!
2#73)#!*3$!$+$3-*(!*-/!*3$!+#$3$1,3$!8-,+!.$$-:;!K!7-/$3.+*-/!

 
104 Daniel 7:14, 27; Revelation 11:15; Cf. Exodus 15:18 
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+#*+!+#$!2#73)#!%.!*!5%+-$..!,1!+#$!J%-4/,&!+,!*((!-*+%,-.!(#@!*-/!
+#$3$1,3$!60!-*+73$!,1!+#$!)*.$@!%+.!5%+-$..!%.!9%.%6($;!"#%.!%.!+37$;!
C7+!<,/P.!'(*-.!*-/!'73',.$.!%-!*-/!+#3,74#!+#$!2#73)#!*3$!
RZ"!]K=KCOS!+,!7.;!!
!
=,(,&,-!.*%/V!“He has made everything appropriate in its time. 
He has also set eternity in their heart, YET SO MAN WILL NOT 
FIND OUT THE WORK WHICH GOD HAS DONE from the 
beginning even to the end.” (Ecclesiastes 3:11)!L.!K!.*%/@!K!6$(%$9$!
<,/!5*-+.!7.!+,!I-,5!85#*+:!B%.!'(*-.!*-/!'73',.$.!*3$@!+#,74#!
5$!&*0!-,+!I-,5!8#,5:!B$!5%((!*)),&'(%.#!B%.!'(*-.!*-/!
'73',.$.;!R,+%)$!+#*+!5$!*3$!/%.)7..%-4!+#$!5,3I!<Zb!bZS=;!
"#$3$P.!*!/%11$3$-)$!6$+5$$-!I-,5%-4!85#*+:!<,/!5*-+.!+,!/,!
*-/!I-,5%-4!$N*)+(0!8#,5:!B$!%.!4,%-4!+,!/,!%+;!"#$!/%11$3$-)$!%.!
.%4-%1%)*-+!CS2LW=S!DBSR!DS!"BKRJ!DS!JRZD!BZD!"Z!
bZ!<ZbP=!DZ[J@!DS!L""SET"!"Z!bZ!K"!AZ[!BKE@!*-/!+#*+!
%.!,-$!5*0!,1!$N'(*%-%-4!*((!+#$!&%.+*I$.!+#3,74#,7+!+#$!#%.+,30!,1!
+#$!2#73)#;!"#$!1*)+!%.@!U$.7.!*(3$*/0!+,(/!7.!5$!/,!-,+!I-,5!
8#,5:!B%.!I%-4/,&!),&$.!%-!B%.!T*3*6($!,1!+#$!=$$/V!! 

“26And He was saying, “The kingdom of God is like a man who 
casts seed upon the soil; 27and he goes to bed at night and 
gets up daily, and the seed sprouts and grows—how, he 

 
105 Matthew 24:14; Mark 13:10; Acts 1:8 
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himself does not know. 28The soil produces crops by itself, 
first the stalk, then the head, then the mature grain in the 
head. 29Now when the crop permits, he immediately puts in the 
sickle, because the harvest has come.” (Mark 4:6-29) 

"#%3/(0@!5$!&7.+!6$!),-9%-)$/!+#*+!+#$!5,3I!,1!<,/!%.!+#$!5,3I!,1!
B%.!='%3%+!($;!L-/!3$4*3/%-4!+#$!&,9%-4!,1!+#$!='%3%+!U$.7.!.*%/V!
“The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, 
but you do not know where it is coming from and where it is 
going.”107 (John 3:8) K-!+#$!.*&$!5*0@!(%I$!E,.$.!“in the cleft of 

the rock”@!5$!)*-!,-(0!.$$!+#$!4(,30!,1!<,/!“as it passes by”.108!K+!
%.!+#$!5,3I!,1!<,/@!*-/!5$!*3$!-,+!'3%90!+,!%+.!6$4%--%-4!*-/!$-/;!
"#$!O,3/!#*.!.*%/V!“I will not yield My glory to another.” (Isaiah 

48:11)!L-/!),-.%/$3%-4!+#$!O,3/P.!3$.',-.$!+,!WMM*#@!5$!5,7(/!
/,!5$((!+,!-,+!“touch the glory as it passes by”.109!!
 
“Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, for 
the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!”  

(Psalm 115:1 ESV) 
\$+!+#$!O,3/!U$.7.!#*.!),&&%..%,-$/!7.!+,!85,3I!+,4$+#$3!5%+#!
B%&:!5#%($!5$!*3$!,-!+#$!$*3+#;!=,@!5$!-$$/!+,V 

 
106 Our role is to believe in Him. John 6:29 
107 Even today’s meteorologists can only estimate the general area in which a wind begins and a 
general area where it will end, but not its specific beginning and end points. 
108 Exodus 33:22 
109 1 Chronicles 13:9-12; 2 Samuel 6:6-7. Cf. https://www.gotquestions.org/Uzzah.html  
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eY J-,5!85#*+:!B$!#*.!),&&%..%,-$/!7.!+,!/,!F!$9$-!+#,74#!
5$!)*--,+!I-,5!$N*)+(0!8#,5:!B$!5,3I.!*-/!*)),&'(%.#$.!
B%.!'(*-.!*-/!'73',.$.!+#3,74#!7.;!!

^Y <%9$!+#$!B,(0!='%3%+!+#$!13$$/,&!+,!/,!8+#$!5,3I!,1!<,/:;!
"#%.!%-)(7/$.!6$(%$9%-4!%-!X+37.+%-4!%-@!#*9%-4!1*%+#!%-@!
/$'$-/%-4!7',-@!($*-%-4!7',-Y!!(!<,/P.!='%3%+!3*+#$3!+#*-!
,73!,34*-%M$/!$11,3+.@!&$+#,/,(,4%$.@!*-/!+$)#-,(,4%$.!F!
*-/!%-!+#%.!5*0@!*3$!6$%-4!)*3$17(!-,+!8+,7)#!B%.!4(,30:;!

!
K+!%.!-,+!5%+#%-!+#$!.),'$!,1!+#%.!*3+%)($!+,!/$*(!5%+#!+#$!/$+*%(.!,1!
+#$!O,3/P.!),&&%..%,-!1,3!+#$!2#73)#!,1!+#$!J%-4/,&@!67+!.711%)$!
+,!.*0!#$3$@!5$!*3$!+,V!!

§ 8T3$*)#!+#$!<,.'$(!,1!+#$!J%-4/,&:!
§ 8E*I$!b%.)%'($.!,1!+#$!J%-4/,&:!!
§ 8C$*3!A37%+:!
§ 8C$!S-4*4$/!5%+#!E*++$3.!,1!+#$!J%-4/,&:!

!
"#%.!%.!+#$!2*((%-4!,1!+#$!2#73)#!*-/!+#$!'73',.$!1,3!+#$!
<*+#$3%-4.!,1!+#$!S))($.%*;!K!#*9$!/$*(+!5%+#!+#$.$!+#%-4.!%-!&7)#!
/$+*%(!%-!+5,!,+#$3!*3+%)($.V The Vineyard of the Lord, The 

Husbandman, *-/!Concerning Gathering. 

 
110 John 6:29. Greek: pisteuo, Strong’s # 4100 
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We Belong to God 
!
“The Lord looks down from heaven upon the children of men, to 
see if there are any who understand, who seek God.” (Psalm 14:2)!!
!
K!6$(%$9$!+#*+!%-!SN,/7.!e_Va>i!<,/!+,(/!7.!5#*+!%+!%.!+#*+!B$!
5*-+.!7.!+,!7-/$3.+*-/!*6,7+!B%.!S+$3-*(!T(*-.!*-/!T73',.$.V!!
B$!.$+!7.!13$$!13,&!+#$!6,-/*4$!,1!+#%.!5,3(/!*-/!“bore us on 
eagles’ wings and brought us to Himself…. to be a special 
treasure to Himself”111.!!B$!/%/!+#%.!6$)*7.$!B$!#*.!*(5*0.!
/$.%3$/!+,!#*9$!*!'$,'($!5#,!5,7(/!6$!“a kingdom of priests, 

and a holy nation”. !K-!,+#$3!5,3/.V!<,/!/$.%3$.!*!2#73)#!!)!>!
+#*+!%.@!*!'$,'($!.$+!*'*3+!13,&!*((!,+#$3!'$,'($!>!5#,!5,7(/!
&%-%.+$3@!-,+!,-(0!+,!,-$!*-,+#$3@!67+!'3%&*3%(0!+,!B%&!F!*!'$,'($!
5#,!*3$!B%.!“special treasure”.!!K-!S'#$.%*-.!eVeh!T*7(!53,+$!
+#*+!<,/!#*.!“an inheritance in the saints”.!!Z6.$39$!.,&$!,1!
+#$!9*3%,7.!+3*-.(*+%,-.!!*!,1!5#*+!T*7(!53,+$!%-!S'#$.%*-.!e@!
9$3.$!ee!*6,7+!+#$!2#73)#V!!
!

 
111 New King James Version: Thomas Nelson, 1982.  
112 Again, I use the English word “church” to represent the totality of biblical ecclesiology that is 
meant to be represented in the Greek word “ecclesia”. I don’t think using the Greek word in 
place of the English word helps the reader to understand the biblical ecclesiology. Such 
understanding does not reside in an English or Greek word, per se, it comes only through study, 
teaching and revelation.   
113 The Logos International Study Bible, Thomas Nelson, 1972.  
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• “We were made a heritage” 
• “We were also made His inheritance” 
• “We have also been chosen as God’s portion” 
• “We were also made God’s portion” 

!
DS!CSOZR<!"Z!<Zb;!"#*+P.!5#*+!.*-)+%1%)*+%,-!%.!F!.$'*3*+$/@!
.$+!*'*3+@!),-.$)3*+$/!*-/!/$/%)*+$/!+,!<,/;!T*7(!3$&%-/.!7.V!
“You are not your own. You have been bought for a price. Glorify 
God in your body.” (1 Corinthians 6:19–20) <,/!/$.%3$.!7.;!L-/!
6$)*7.$!5$!#*9$!6$$-!6,74#+!5%+#!*!'3%)$@!*-/!*3$!-,+!,73!,5-@!
T*7(!$N#,3+.!7.!+#*+!5#%($!.+%((!%-!+#$!6,/0@!%-!5#%)#!+#$!B,(0!='%3%+!
/5$((.@!5$!*3$!+,!“glorify God”. (1 Corinthians 6:20)!=,!6*.%)*((0@!
5$!-$$/!+,!*.I!,73.$(9$.V!8D#*+!%.!%+!+#*+!4(,3%1%$.!<,/k:!D#*+!
4(,3%1%$.!<,/!%.!+#*+!5#%)#!.$39$.!B%.!S+$3-*(!T(*-.!*-/!

T73',.$.k!!
 
God’s “Needs”!
!
K+!&*0!.,7-/!*!6%+!.+3*-4$!+,!.'$*I!,1!8E$$+%-4!<,/P.!R$$/.:;!
B$P.!<,/;!B$!/,$.-P+!-$$/!*-0+#%-4;![%4#+k!"37$@!%-!,-$!.$-.$!F!
13,&!*!#7&*-!'$3.'$)+%9$;!C7+!5#*+!*6,7+!13,&!<,/P.!
'$3.'$)+%9$k!L(+#,74#!%+!%.!6$%-4!7.$/!%-!*!/%11$3$-+!.$-.$@!K!7.$!
+#$!),-)$'+!,1!8-$$/:!+,!),&&7-%)*+$!+#*+!5#%)#!%.!-$)$..*30!1,3!
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<,/!+,!*)),&'(%.#!B%.!/$.%3$.;!B$!#*.!'(*-.!*-/!'73',.$.!*-/!
8-$$/.:!BK=!bS=K[S=!"Z!CS!ELRKAS="Sb!"Z!AWOAKOO!BK=!
KR"SR"KZR!AZ[!"BS!2BW[2B!ZA!BK=!JKR<bZE;!!!
!
L.!5$!#*9$!$.+*6(%.#$/!+#*+!+#$!/%9%-$!'$3.'$)+%9$!F!+#*+!%.@!!
=$$%-4!13,&!<,/P.!T,%-+!,1!]%$5!F!.#,5.!7.!.,&$+#%-4!)37)%*((0!
%&',3+*-+V!"#$!/%9%-$!%-+$-+%,-!>!<,/P.!S+$3-*(!T(*-.!*-/!
T73',.$.!>!4,!5*0!6$0,-/!&$$+%-4!E*-P.!-$$/.;!!A%3.+(0@!<,/!
/,$.!-,+!$N%.+!1,3!E*-!XE*->2$-+$3$/-$..YH!E*-!$N%.+.!1,3!<,/!
X<,/>2$-+$3$/-$..Y;!!!=$),-/(0@!+#$!/%9%-$!%-+$-+%,-!>!<,/P.!
S+$3-*(!T(*-.!*-/!T73',.$.!4,!6*)I!6$1,3$!+%&$!F!6$1,3$!+#$!
)3$*+%,-!F!6$1,3$!E*-!1$((!%-+,!.%-!%-!+#$!4*3/$-!F!*-/!6$1,3$!+#$!
A*+#$3!.$-+!+#$!=,-!+,!+#%.!$*3+#!+,!3$/$$&!E*-!13,&!.%-;!!b,$.!%+!
.,7-/!3%4#+!+,!0,7@!+#*+!<,/!)3$*+$/!E*-!.,!+#*+!B$!),7(/!
3$/$$&!#%&!13,&!.%-!F!$-/!,1!.+,30k!!D*.!+#*+!<,/P.!S+$3-*(!T(*-!
*-/!T73',.$k!!b,-P+!5$!c7.+!I-,5!%-!,73!#$*3+.!+#*+!,73!<,/!#*/!
.,&$+#%-4!&7)#!6$++$3!+#*-!+#*+!%-!B%.!#$*3+!*-/!&%-/k!!
L7+#,3!*-/!+#$,(,4%*-@!=%&,-!2#*-!!"@!*.I.V!“Is the church to be 
seen as an instrument to accomplish God’s purpose in creation, or is the 
church the expression of God’s ultimate purpose itself?”  He then goes 
on to say: “God created the world in order that He might enter 
into a covenant relationship with humankind…. The covenantal 

 
114  Editor of the Asian Journal of Theology 
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relationship always involves the election of a people from among 
humankind…. Implied in this newer canonical narrative is another 
way of looking at the relationship between the church broadly conceived 
and creation, and that is to see it not as another entity within the larger 
creation but as prior to creation.  The church precedes creation in 
that it is what God has in view from all eternity and creation is 
the means by which God fulfills his eternal purpose in time.  The 
church does not exist to fix a broken creation; rather, the creation 
exists to realize the church.”115 !
 
K!),-)73V!"#$!23$*+,3!$N%.+$/!6$1,3$!+#$!23$*+%,-;!"#$!23$*+,3!
#*.!*!'73',.$!1,3!B%.!23$*+%,-V!“… just as He chose us in Him 
before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and 
blameless before Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as 
sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind 
intention of His will.”116 <,/P.!'73',.$!1,3!23$*+%,-!%.!+,!1,3&!*!

'$,'($!F!“the adoption as sons”@!+#*+!%.@!+#$!2#73)#;!!!!!
!
O$+P.!(,,I!*+!T*7(P.!5,3/.!*4*%-!7.%-4!*!/%11$3$-+!+3*-.(*+%,-V!
“Even before the world was made, God had already chosen us to 
be his through our union with Christ, so that we would be holy 
and without fault before him. Because of his love God had 
already decided that through Jesus Christ, he would make us his 

 
115 Excerpt from: Chan, Simon (2006) The Ontology of the Church, Chapter One, Liturgical Theology, The 
Church as Worshiping Community. InterVarsity Press. Cf. Ephesians 1:4; 1 Peter 1:20; Revelation 13:8. 
116 Ephesians 1:4-5 
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children—this was his pleasure and purpose.”117!!"#$!/%9%-$!
%-+$-+%,-!>!<,/P.!S+$3-*(!T(*-!*-/!T73',.$!%.!+,!#*9$!L!ALEKO\!
ZA!=ZR=!KR!"BS!=ZR;!!D#%($!3$/$$&%-4!7.!13,&!.%-!5*.!
-$)$..*30!1,3!<,/!+,!17(1%((!+#$!B%.!%-+$-+%,-@!%+!%.!-,+!B%.!S+$3-*(!
T(*-!*-/!T73',.$;!!L-/!%1!5$!,-(0!#*9$!+#%.!E*->2$-+$3$/@!
-$$/.>,3%$-+$/!'$3.'$)+%9$!F!+#*+!<,/P.!&*%-!'3$>,))7'*+%,-!%.!%-!
3$/$$&%-4@!.*9%-4@!#$*(%-4@!*-/!6($..%-4!E*-I%-/@!+#$-@!-,+!,-(0!
#*9$!5$!&%..$/!+#$!B%.!%-+$-+%,-@!67+!,73!7-/$3.+*-/%-4!,1!+#$!
5#,($!,1!+#$!2#3%.+%*-!(%1$@!+#$!-*+73$@!&%..%,-!*-/!&%-%.+30!,1!+#$!
2#73)#!5%((!*((!6$!*.I$5!5%+#!*!=$(1>2$-+$3$/!'$3.'$)+%9$;!!
!
=,@!+#$!/%9%-$!%-+$-+%,-!F!<,/P.!S+$3-*(!T(*-!*-/!T73',.$!5*.!+,!
8&*I$!7.!#%.!)#%(/3$-:!q!*!1*&%(0!,1!.,-.!%-!"#$!=,-!F!8"BK=!
DL=!BK=!TOSL=W[S!LRb!TW[TZ=S;:!!K-![$9$(*+%,-!aVee@!5$!
.$$!+#*+!*3,7-/!+#$!+#3,-$!%-!#$*9$-!%+!%.!6$%-4!/$)(*3$/: "You 
are worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory and honor and 
power. For you created everything, and it is for your pleasure 
that they exist and were created."118    
!
=,@!<,/!#*.!*-!S+$3-*(!T(*-!*-/!T73',.$!1,3!B%.!J%-4/,&H!*-/!
%-!(,9$!B$!#*.!)#,.$-!+,!#*9$!*!'*3+-$3!%-!+#$!,7+>5,3I%-4!,1!+#*+!

 
117 Ephesians 1:4-5 The Good News Translation 
118 New Living Translation 
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'(*-!*-/!'73',.$@!*-/!+#*+!'*3+-$3!%.!+#$!2#73)#!B$!%.!67%(/%-4!F!
8+#$!S))($.%*:@!“a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession”119, “Mount Zion, the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, the innumerable angels in 
festal gathering, the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in 
heaven”120…                

“The Bride of Christ”121. 
 

“9b Behold, there he stands behind our wall, 
gazing through the windows, looking through the lattice. 
10 My beloved speaks and says to me: ‘Arise, my love, my 

beautiful one, and come away.’” 
(Song of Solomon 2:9b-10) 

 
 

“Come follow Me.” 
 
 

“9b At your right hand stands the queen in gold of Ophir. 
10  Hear, O daughter, and consider, and incline your ear: 

    forget your people and your father's house, 
11 and the king will desire your beauty. 

Since he is your lord, bow to him.” 
(Psalm 45:9b-11) 

 
Forsake all and Follow Jesus. 

 
119 1 Peter 2:9 
120 Hebrews 12:22-23 
121 Ephesians 5:25-27, 32; Revelation 19:7 
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Addendum 
The Kingdom – What Does It Cost? 

 

29”And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to 
drink, and do not keep worrying. 30For all these things are 
what the nations of the world eagerly seek; and your Father 
knows that you need these things.  31But seek His kingdom, and 
these things will be provided to you.32Do not be afraid, little 
flock, because your Father has chosen to give you the kingdom.”  

(Luke 12:29-32) 
 
B$3$!U$.7.!%.!.*0%-4V!“Don’t worry about the everyday affairs and 
cares of this life122, your Father has you covered. Just seek His kingdom 
and what you need will be provided. In fact, your Father wants to GIVE 
you the kingdom.” =,@!5$!.$$!+#*+!1,3!<,/P.!)#%(/3$-!X+#$!8(%++($!
1(,)I:Y!+#$!I%-4/,&!%.!A[SS!F!-,!),.+;!
!
B,5!/,!5$!3$),-)%($!+#*+!5%+#!,+#$3!+#%-4.!U$.7.!.*%/!c7.+!*!1$5!
'*4$.!(*+$3!%-!O7I$P.!4,.'$(!*6,7+!8)*()7(*+%-4!+#$!2Z=":!*-/!
81,3.*I%-4!*((:k!)*!K.!+#$!I%-4/,&!13$$k!Z3!/,!5$!#*9$!+,!8'*0:!1,3!
%+k!U7.+!*!1$5!&,3$!'*4$.!%-+,!O7I$P.!4,.'$(@!U$.7.!4%9$.!7.!
&,3$!7-/$3.+*-/%-4!,1!+#$!&*++$3V!!
!

 
122 Which Jesus also mentioned in His Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13:22; Mark 4:19; Luke 
8:14) and Paul which referred to in his epistle to Timothy (2 Timothy 2:4) 
123 Luke 14:28-33. Cf. Matthew 13:44-46 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
https://biblehub.com/luke/12-29.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/12-30.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/12-31.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/12-32.htm


__________________________________________ 
“Forsaking All to Follow Jesus” 

WD Furioso ~ At Christ’s Table ~ ACTpublications (2021) ~ https://www.AtChristsTable.org  

67 

28 ”Peter said, ‘Behold, we have left our own homes and 
followed You.’ 29And He said to them, ‘Truly I say to you, there 
is no one who has left house, or wife, or brothers, or parents, 
or children for the sake of the kingdom of God, 30 who will not 
receive many times as much at this time, and in the age to come, 
eternal life.’” (Luke 18:29-30) 
 
\,7!.$$@!U$.7.!%.!*.I%-4!1,3!8*((:@!67+!5$!*3$!-,+!8670%-4:!+#$!
I%-4/,&;!K+P.!*!"[LbS>ZAA!>!*-!Sn2BLR<S!>!*!4%9%-4!7'!,1!
,-$!+#%-4!%-!3$+73-!1,3!*-,+#$3;!XE$33%*&!D$6.+$3Y!K+!%.!9$30!
)($*3!%-!E*3IP.!4,.'$(: 29“Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one 
who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or 
children or fields for My sake and for the gospel 30 will fail to 
receive a hundredfold in the present age—houses and brothers 
and sisters and mothers and children and fields, along with 
persecutions—and in the age to come, eternal life.” 

(Mark 10:29-30) 
 
L.!5$!8/$-0!,73!.$(1:!)"!F!+3*/$!,73!5%((!1,3!+#$!5%((!,1!<,/@!+3*/$!
,73!&%-/!1,3!+#$!&%-/!,1!2#3%.+@!+3*/$!,73!'$3.,-*(!1$$(%-4.!1,3!+#$!
137%+!,1!+#$!='%3%+!F!*.!5$!.+,'!+30%-4!+,!“save our life”!*-/!“lose 

our life for His sake”@!!5$!5%((!*)+7*((0!“find our life”!)#!F!+#*+!%.@!
+#$!Sn2BLR<Sb!OKAS!B$!,11$3.!7.;!
!

 
124 Matthew 16:24; Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23 
125 Matthew 16:25; Mark 8:35; Luke 9:24, 17:33; Cf. John 12:24-26 
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L.!K!#*9$!+3%$/!+,!',%-+!,7+@!+#%.!-,+!,-(0!*''(%$.!+,!,73!%--$3!(%1$!,1!
+#$!5%((@!&%-/@!*-/!$&,+%,-.@!67+!*+!)$3+*%-!+%&$.!*(.,!,73!,7+$3!
(%1$!,1!1*&%(0@!#,&$.@!,))7'*+%,-.@!$+);!L-/@!5$!#*9$!-,+!8*33%9$/:!
F!+#*+!%.@!5$!*3$!.+%((!8%-!'3,)$..:!>!K!)*-!*..73$!0,7!+#%.!13,&!'*.+!
'$3.,-*(!$N'$3%$-)$V!D#$-!+#$!O,3/!*.I$/!7.!1,3!*-!8*)3,..!+#$!
6,*3/:!1,3.*I%-4!*((!+,!1,((,5!B%&!F!+#*+!%.@!*)+7*((0!($*9%-4!6$#%-/@!
,73!1*&%(%$.@!#,&$@!*-/!,))7'*+%,-.V!

§ B$!1%3.+(0!*//3$..$/!,73!/$-0%-4!,73!.$(9$.!F!,73!%--$3!(%9$.!
F!,73!5%((@!&%-/@!*-/!$&,+%,-.;!

§ Z9$3!*!'$3%,/!,1!*6,7+!`!0$*3.@!%-!9*3%,7.!5*0.@!B$!7-%?7$(0!
%-+3,/7)$/!7.!+,!+#$!%/$*!,1!1,3.*I%-4!,73!8,7+$3!(%9$.:!>!
1*&%(0@!#,&$!*-/!,))7'*+%,-!>!6$1,3$!5$!*)+7*((0!“left all to 

follow Him”!%-+,!*!1,3$%4-!),7-+30;!
§ "#$!“newness of life”126!5$!3$)$%9$/!%-!$N)#*-4$!5*.!
$N*)+(0!*.!B$!.*%/@!67+!6$0,-/!5#*+!5$!),7(/!#*9$!
%&*4%-$/;!!

§ L6.,(7+$(0!-,!3$43$+.r!L&$-;!)%!!!
!
!

 
126 Romans 6:4 
127 For more on our personal testimony of “Forsaking All to Follow Jesus”, see Our Story: for 
the Cause of Christ. 
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Postscript 
=,&$!81,,/!1,3!+#,74#+:!13,&!!b%$+3%)#!C,-#,$11$3!)&!p!
 

“If we would follow Jesus, we must take certain definite steps. The first 
step, which follows the call, cuts the disciple off from his previous 
existence. The call to follow at once produces a new situation. To stay in 
the old situation makes discipleship impossible. Levi must leave the 
receipt of custom and Peter his nets in order to follow Jesus. One would 
have thought that nothing so drastic was necessary at such an early 
stage. Could not Jesus have initiated the publican into some new 
religious experience, and leave them as they were before? He could have 
done so, had he not been the incarnate Son of God. But since he is the 
Christ, he must make it clear from the start that his word is not an 
abstract doctrine, but the re-creation of the whole life of man. 
The only right and proper way is quite literally to go with Jesus. The call 
to follow implies that there is only one way of believing on Jesus Christ, 
and that is by leaving all and going with the incarnate Son of God. 
The first step places the disciple in the situation where faith is possible. If 
he refuses to follow and stays behind, he does not learn how to believe. 
He who is called must go out of his situation in which he cannot believe, 
into the situation in which, first and foremost, faith is possible. But this 
step is not the first step of a career. Its sole justification is that it brings 
the disciple into fellowship with Jesus which will be victorious. So long 
as Levi sits at the receipt of custom, and Peter at his nets, they could 
both pursue their trade honestly and dutifully, and they might both 
enjoy religious experiences, old and new. But if they want to believe in 
God, the only way is to follow his incarnate Son.” 

 
128 From The Cost of Discipleship. 
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Bill & Frances Furioso 
 

~ At Christ’s Table ~  
 

 
 
 

Bill Furioso and his wife, Frances, have been married for more than 40 years, 
and have two children, four grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.  

Bill and Frances served as missionaries in South Africa for thirteen years 
making disciples, establishing churches, and training church leaders. Over a span of 40 
years, they also traveled extensively in an itinerant Bible teaching ministry which took 
them to hundreds of gatherings on four continents ministering in churches, conferences, 
spiritual formation seminars, and home gatherings. They have shepherded several 
churches, discipled many to Christ, and mentored church leaders in the USA and abroad.  

Being an avid student by nature, Bill has done both formal and informal study in 
various fields including Education, Music, Philosophy and Theology.  As a writer, he has 
authored many publications which are distributed worldwide. Because of Bill’s disabilities 
resulting from a spinal cord injury, he can no longer travel, so their ministries of  writing, 
recording, distributing, mentoring, and correspondence are now shared primarily via the 
Internet... www.AtChristsTable.org    
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ACTpublications 
 

“Explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words.”   1 Corinthians 2:13 
 

A teaching ministry from Bill and Frances Furioso 
!

At Christ’s Table 
Disciples of the King and His Kingdom eating and drinking of Jesus 
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        THE CENTER 
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                        of Biblical Christianity 

 with a view to 
                      REVELATION of Christ  
                                                  RELATIONSHIP with Christ                                                      
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READ-LISTEN-DOWNLOAD (FREE)  
 

ALL OF OUR MINISTRY RESOURCES ON OUR WEBSITE:  
 

https://www.AtChristsTable.org  
 

Other places you will find our written & recorded resources … 
 

WRITTEN MESSAGES 

The Restoration Library: https://www.therestorationlibrary.com   

Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 
 

RECORDED MESSAGES 
 

YouTube: www.YouTube.com/user/BillFurioso 
Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 

SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/user-648428572 
Spreaker: https://www.spreaker.com/user/14502151 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/atchriststable  

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/at-christ-s-table-ministries-254b5320/ 
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